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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I. is the indefpenſible duty 
lowers and diſciples of Chrift, to partake 


of the facrament of the Lord's Supper; but 
this inſtitution has been often ſo miſunder- 
ſtood, or disfigured, as to defeat the end of 
its NOIR CSE 


ron ſome have ann this or- 
dinance, to their own great diſquiet, when 


of all che fol- 


they have annexed to the performance of 


this Gngle duty, all the bleſſings promiſed 
to the whole courſe of a virtuous and re- 
ligious life, and' have thereby made many 
pious perſons very miſerable in approach- 


ing to it; as if, by coming without all 


that fervour of devotion, and elevation of foul 
toward God, which they ardently wiſhed, 
| (though! the beſt Chriſtian cannot always at- 
tain them), they incurred the difpleaſure 


of Almighty God, and the danger of eternal 
Nur ! 2 & 


Sons; to as this Anm ddd 
lieve pious perſons from theſe ill · grounded 
fears, have been in danger of leſſening wo 

35:2 Y 5 | 
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ly the importance of this ordinance, and the 

reverence wherewith we ought to approach 

it; as if we could not now communicate un- 
worthily,——no conſecration of elements was 

needful, — no preparation required, if we a 
voided the indecent and intemperate beha- 
viour of the Corinthians, which the Apoſtle 

reproves, in their manner of cating the Lord's 
Supper. | 


* * 


Ir ſeems, therefore, to be ſtill neceſſary, 
ſo to explain the nature of this inſtitution, as 
to prove that all Chriſtians are under obliga - 

tions to partake of it; and te repreſent the 

duty as pleaſant and comdurtable 3 to in» 

vite them to the Lord's table, rather than 

| frighten them from it; to induce them to 

| approach it with love and joy, rather than 
, with melancholy and dread. 


THERE are many excellent treatiſes al- 
ready on this ſubject, written by very re- 
ſpectable and learned perſons of the Church 
of England : 'Theſe, for the moſt part, are 
formed on the communion- office of that 


Church, to which we generally are ſtrangers. 
But 
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But few will imagine, that the books which 
have uſually been put into the hands of the 
people of this Church, in relation to the ſa- 
erament of the Supper, Have been well a- 
dapted to inſtruct them in the nature of that 
religious duty. 


Tuis eſſay is intended, neither to raiſe to 
good men imaginary dangers on their co- 
ming to the Lord's table; nor encourage 
the man that goeth on in his treſpaſſes, pre- 
ſumptuouſly to approach it; but to explain 
this ordinance as an inftitution of Chriſt, and 
the attendance on it as a duty incumbent 


on all his diſeiples; ſo that well - diſpoſed 
perſons may employ it as a mean of their im- 


provement and conſdlation: And the inatten- 
tive may be convinced that the wiſeſt courſe 
they can follow, is Theedily to forſake fin, 
and turn to the Lord; and to the careful uſt 
of the means of grace, and dedicate them- 


ſelves to the ſervice of God at this holy table. 


This would be beginning to do well; and 
continuing in the careful practice of their du- 
ty, and in the conſtant uſe of the means of 


religion; they can ſcareely be ſuppoſed to 


come ſhort of eternal life. 
a 3 IHAvx 


9 61 


I HAVvx uſed the words, the: Lord's table, 


fitting at the table, or riſing from it, as beſt 
under ſtood by us, conſiſtent with the practice 
of this Church, and, we imagine, founded in 


the primary inſtitution of the Supper; but 


with no intention to make the poſture in par- 
taking any ſubject of diſpute; far leſs to in- 
Hnuate any reflection on any of the Prote- 
ſtant Churches, as if they were chargeable 
with idolatry, who uſe kneeling. For, at 
the cloſe of the communion-ſervice of the 
Church. of England, it is exprelsly declared, 
That thereby no adoration is intended, or 
& ought to be paid, either unto the ſacramen- 

cc tal bread or wine there bodily received, or 
© unto any corporal preſence. of Chriſt's na- 
cc tural fleſh and blood: For, the ſacramental 
& bread and wine remain till in their very 
et natural ſubſtances, and therefore may nat 
« be adored ; for that were idolatry, to be ab- 
* horred by all faithful Chriſtians. And, the 
«-natural body and blood of our Saviour, 
« Chriſtare in heaven, and nat here; it being 
40 againſt the truth of Chriſt's natural body, 
ct to be, at one time, in more places than c one,” 
The Chriſtian. rule in this, caſe is, Let eve- 


ry one be fully FRY in his own lpm, 


0972. 


and not impoſe on the 1 of bis 
brethren: Or, in the words of the ſame 
Church, * © In theſe our doings we condemn 
&« ng other nation, nor preſcribe any thing but 
4 to our own people only; for we think it 
«© convenient, that every country ſhould ufe 
* ſuch ceremonies as they ſhall think beſt to 


« the ſetting forth of God's honour and glo- 


ry, and to the reducing of the people to a 
© moſt perfect and godly living, without error 
« or ſuperſtition; and that they put away 0- 
& ther things which, from time to time, they 
« perceive to be moſt abuſed, as, in mens or- 
te dinances, it often _—_ diverſely in di- 
« vers countries.“ NY. 


Taz ſacrament of the Supper is the inſti- 
tution of the Lord Chriſt, who only is King 
in his own kingdom, and alone poſſeſſed of 
authority to eſtabliſh the terms of admiſſion 
to his own table, or of acceptance in the king- 
dom of heaven. I have, therefore, endea- 
voured to explain this ordinance, not as the 
table of men, but the table of the Lord: 
not as a badge of party, but the communion 


* Of Ceremonies to be aboliſhed or retained. 
1 F of 


1 
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of ſaints; of all, who, in every place, call 


upon the name of. Jefus Chriſt our Lord, 


both ours; and thairs; earneſtly wiſhing it 
may be ſubſervient to the intereſt of piety 


and religiony. to which it is maſt _— | 


devoted. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


G * of the Chriſtian Apensen is 

more calculated to promote true pie» 
ty, and, thereby, the happineſs and 
ſalvation of men, than the Sacrament of the 


Lord's Supper, were we at pains rightly to 


underſtand, and careſully to improve it. But 
it has certainly happened, in experience, that 


this ſolemn inſtitation, intended to eſtabliſn 
the faith, and improve the piety of good 


men, has been often ſo explained as to be» 
come a means of melancholy, and great ter- 
ror to them; thereby; alſo, it has been made 
an occaſion of rather hardening wicked men 
in their evil courſes, by frighting them from; 
the Lord's Table, while they have thought 
themſelves ſafer continuing in fin, as free 
from the danger, ww 808 1 by 
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ir is, jr ve Fg hoped, that . 
to explain the nature and deſign of the Lord's 
Supper, in ſuch manner as to evidence it to 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 


be a powerful means of confirming the faith, 
and promoting the conſolation of all good 
men, and an inducement. to wicked men 
ſpeedily to repent, in hopes of mercy for the 
fake of that atonment, which this ordinance © 
is intended to commemorate, may, by the 
bleſſing of dy We an uſcful underta- 
; _ | 
| 4. 

To accompliſh this W it is thought 

hr mage to ia ge the eurer en 


L To give fake account of the nature and: 
end of the Lord's * | 


II. SHEw what obligations all Chriſtians 

| re under to partake of it. 

II. Cons1DER the excuſes which are often | 
made for the neglect of this important 


duty. 


IV. Tur ſelf. examination which is ne- 
ceſſary to the worthy participation of the 
Lord's s Supper. . 
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Vi. Tun diſpoſitions or affections, 3 


with we _— to come to the _ 'sSup- 
po 


* VI. Sour adit directing us how we 
ought to behave ourſelves after the perfor- 

mance” of this duty, ſo as we may reap 

: comfort, and make improvement in reh- 


gion, ſhall be the concluſion of this * 
courſe. rt | 


. {'t . 


1 CHAP. 1 


of the Nature ind End of the Lorts „re. 


I. 0 give ſome account of the nature 
| SR and en of the Lord's Supper. The 
great deſign of Almighty God, to bring about 
the redemption of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, 
\has been gradually diſcovered : It has been 
carried on through the paſt ages of the world 
in divers manners: It was early N 
to Adam: It was promiſed to Abraham: 
was repreſented in types and figures Gl 


the Moſaic diſpenſation. The promiſe made 


| to the father of the faithful, was repeated to 
A 3 David. 
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; David. In the fulnes of de God fent' forth 

| bis Son, made of a woman, made under the | 

law. All theſe circumſtances prove this 

great undertaking to have been the eternal 

+. purpaſe of God: But it is not yet fully dir. 

played. The laſt, amazing. and perfecting 

part of this great plan extends to another 

# eee the mp of God 
be Rniſhe lk. ” 


As all the views in which this 8 

Aeſign hath appeared, have relation one to an- 

ober, they cogtHibate uf to calt light 

upon each other, Thus, Chriſt himſelf faid to 

he Jews, “ If ye had believed Moſes, ye would 
have heved me, for he wrote of me. 

d up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 

Jo ſhall the Son of man be, lifted up, that 

whofoever belicveth i in him might not periſh, 

but have eternal life.;” and, of the paſſover, 

he faith, That it ſhould be Hes in the 


1 


Warn this e type: i al gum to be fulkiled, 
under Nga tion. A 


rider i. TY * ie n 
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ig rity blood of the new teſtament, which is 
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Chriſt our paſſover, even the night before he 
was crucified, our bleffed Lord inſtituted the 
Sacrament of his Supper. It is recorded by 
three Evangeliſts: Matth. xxvi. 20, 26, 27, 
28. „Now when the even was come, he ſat 
« down with the Twelve. And as they were ww 
eating, Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed it, and . 
e brake it, and gave it to the diſciples, and - 
« ſaid, Take, eat; this is my body. And he . 
« took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it: For 
« this is my blood of the new teſtament, which 
« js ſhed for many, for the remiſſion of fins. 
« Mark xiv. 17, 18, 22, 23, 24. And in the 
& evening he cometh with the twelve: And 
« as they far and did eat,—feſus took bread, - | 
« and bleſſed, and brake it; ant gave to them, +. 
« and ſaid, Take, eat: this is my body. And | 1 
« he took the cup, and when he had given „ 
« thanks, he gave it to. them: and they all 
« drank of it. And he ſaid unto them, This 


« ſhed for many. Luke xxii. 14, 19, 20. And 
« when the hour was come, he ſat down, and 
« the twelve Apoſtles with him, - And he 
« took m— 1 youu thanks, and brake it, 

- A _ KY, and 


18287 * 
. „ 
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de and gave unto them, ** This is my 
body whieh is given for you: this do in re- 
e membrance of me. Likewiſe alſo the cup 
I after ſupper, ſaying, This cup is the new 
 reſtament unn. ie r 


* j 


# Taz, fullel account given of it is ; by. che 
holy Apoſtle Paul, r. Cor. xi. 23. The wri- 
tings of the Apoſtle and of the Evangeliſts 
are of equal authority: We may ſaſely rel on 
them; for they were all written by the aid 
and inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. - The E- 
vangeliſt Matthew was preſent, and narrates 
thy. ſummary. of what he heard and faw ; the 

| holy Apoſtle Paul writes what he had receiy- 

+ 7 by immediate revelation, from our Lord 

1 himſelf, relative to the Lord's lupyer: . 


7 F | - tz Jvrate + on 8 to reQify ha bad 

BY deen amiſs in the conduct of the church of 
Corinth, in adminiſtering that ordinance 5 
und, therefore, recites the original account 
oſ its inſtitution. For, ver. 23.1 have re- 
«« ceived of the Lord, that which alſo I deli- 

| « vered unto you, that the. Lord Jeſus, the 
« ſame night 3 in which, he was betrayed, took 

4 GU bread; 
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u bread: ver: 24] And when he had given 


thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat; 


e this ĩs my body, which is broken for you: 


« this do in remembrance of me: ver. 28. Af. 
« ter the fame manner alſo, he took the cup, 
« when he had ſupped, ſaying, This cup is 

« the new teſtament in my blood; this do 
« ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
« of me: ver, 26. For as often as ye. cat 


« this bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew 
« the. Lord's death till he come: ver. 27. 


« Wherefore, whoſoever ſhall eat this bread, 
« and. drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, 
« ſhall be guilty of the body and blood of the 


Lord 1 ver. 28. But let a man examine 
« himſelf, and fo let him eat of that bread, 


« and drink of that cup; ver 29. For he 
« that eateth and drinkeck naworthily, cats 


BP tan Pr tae 


q diſcerning the Lord's body.” 
| Arran our Lord had celebrated the paſſ- | 
over, with, his diſciples, the Apoſtle and E, 

vangeliſts ſay, * he took bread.” The K 
vangeliſts St Matthew and Mark fay, * 5. 
« bleſſed it.” The Evangeliſt St Lube, an 

vt Paul, lay «© he moe 0 thanks.. The two 


cry Joh, office + __ expreſſions 
© * 
91 - *. N 
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expreſſions idipves the Tame thing; a an act of 
religious worſhipz and that our Lord implor. 

| ed the beſſing of Almighty God on the bread 
and the wine, that thereby, as the mem 
als of his death, they might be made 22 


ſwer the pious and religious purpoſe to which 
he had appointed them. It is evident, in ſe- 


veral other inſtanees. Our Saviour is ſaid to 
Have applied to heaven J, imploring the blef- 
fing of Almighty God on the loaves and the 
fiſhes : He laid his hands alſo on little chit. 
dren; and blefſed *them : He lift up his hands 
and eres his hee oh at his aſcenſion 7. 


Hr took bread, and n ** 4 pai of 
the inſtitution very ſignificant; for, had it not 
been broken, it could not have been a pro- 
per emblem of his body, which was broken, 
or cruciñed for us. A whole: wafer then, or 
cake, or by whatever name men may call it, 
cannot be a proper repreſentation of the bro- 
ken body of Chriſt. Breaking of bread ſeems, 
therefore, to have been the name moſt com. 
monly uſed in the new teſtament, to expreſs 
the Lord's ſupper . And, if EI be 


I Matth. wu * . 
Mark . 16. ” + Luke zxiv. 50. sr. 


+ Ads xx. 7. II. ü. 42. 46. : 
; _ not 


not 


not cruciſied, or broken, till the day Aa 
ing. The body of our Lord that: was cruci- 
fied, ſeparated by death from bis Toul, and 


in heaven; this ſacrament. is. diſpenſed in re- 


« ſhew his death till he co e be be | 
here . bodily; e APSR = a ſtroys - 


| ®*:x Cor. x. 16. 0:00 


 COMMUNIGANT's ASSISTANT. , 5 | 
not, brokens: it -does.” not repreſents. At 


ought, the communion of ſaints; who. 
by chat aCtion, - as they are partakers of that 
one  breads- baye communion: one, with an» 
others, od urs N members of that 
one body, of which Chriſt is the bead, 38 | 
OY prank ef ans hone i) 11405729 


16510 gd: maid 


Hs . it to b his Geile ſaying, © Take, 
% cat; this is my body, which is broken for 


1 50 
Ar time, 0! on!) 
be underſtood figurative ely; for his- 


again joined to it at his reſurreCtion,, i K. nor 4 


membrance of him as abſent ; and, — 
the bread cannot poſſibly be his rea/ —_ 
This is done by, us, the, Apoſile lays, . 


the ordinance —_— which was defgned 


-—1* 


10 - THE DEVOUT © 


to keep us in remembrance of him, wulle be 
"34 abſent We: 


Tun cup is called the New Teftament i in 

- his bloed*: that is to ſay, the wine in the cp, 

"repreſents the blood of Chriſt, by which the 

| 5 covenant of mercy was ratified: For our Lord 
decame © the great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 

: rr rr 


Tuner figurative ways of ſpeaking are 
with many other expreſ- 


14 in holy ſeripture. As, when Chriſt is 
called a Rock, or calls himſelf a Shepherd, a 
; Doer, the Way, or a Vine; no man ever ima- 
 gined any of theſe could be underſtood lite- 
rally, but figuratively. When Joſeph ſaid, in 
the interpretation of Pharaoh's dream, . The 
ſeven good kine are feven years, and the ſe- 
ven good ears are ſeven years *, he meant 
: — 9 repreſented, or f ignified, ſeven years. | 


Fn Ir the ſame language, the bread and wine 
"are the ſymbols, the memorials,” or repfeſen- 
"tations of the broken body” and Thed blood 
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of Chriſt : They are neither of them a com- Fer 
plete ſacrament without the other. It is ab 
ſurd to ſay, * That the bread or wafer, by it- 

( ſelf, as repreſenting the body, is a Jacra-, 
(ment, becauſe the body contains the blood;”. 

D for this ſacrament is inſtituted in commemo- 
"© WW ration of the blood ſhed out of, or from the 

body; and, therefore, without the cup, his 

P» Wl crucifixion is imperfectly repreſented. We 

may add, that both kinds were appointed by 

the ſame authority; and, if there be any 

lifference made in the New. Teſtament, the 

greateſt ſtreſs ſeems to be laid upon the 


2 blood “, which was the life, and given to be a | 
#1 the ſacrifice. 6 


' 
| 

Tus Apoſtle adds, ver. 26. % As often as, 

ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 

eye do ſhew the Lord's death till he | 

come: That is, ſhew forth the truth of 1 

t, and our own belief in it. So that, in the wo. 

ord's Supper, we not only commemorate 

hriſt, that was crucified 3. but we alſo pro- 

ſs our faith in his reſurrection, and our 


* Eph. i. 7. Col. i. 20. r I Pet. i. 49. 
John i. , f 
hope 


e 


IHE Drvour 


12 
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hope of lis coming to Judgment. * For he 
„ liveth, though he was dead, and is alive 
« for evermore, an | 'hath' the keys of death, 
« and of the grave." And, therefore, this 
ordinance is, in its own nature, the memo. 
rial of his love, «nd A Fleage of” his fecond 


tour 2 


Hz als; ver. 27. 'ec Wholoert, Wiese 
© — eat this bread, and drink this cup of 
the Lord un worthily, hall be guilty of the 


<< body i and blood of the Lord.“ 


"Tas body and blood of the Lord Roni 
the death of Chriſt : For he ſaith himſelf, of 
the bread, © This is my body,” and of the cup, 
This is my blood; that is, they repreſent the 
death which he f ed for the remiſſion of 
ſin. . To eat and drink unworthily, if re- 
ſtricted to the Corinthians, refers to that 
proud and uncharitable, that intemperate 
and irreverent manner, in which they par 
took of the Lord's Supper, for which ay Ar 

poſtle finds fault with them 


o be guiliy of the body and Blood 9 F 


| Tera, is a  Rrong my expreſſion, like 
| Heb, 


' } : p 
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Heb. vi, 6. © they, crucify to themſelves the 
6 Son of God afreſh, and put him to an o- 
« pen ſhame; „ And, Heb. x. 29. © they 
6 count the blood of the covenant an unholy 


1 # £ 


to Judaiſm, f rom the profeſſion of the goſpel, 


behaved towards Chriſt as if he had been an 


impoſtor, and had been juſtly put to death. 
So that the reſtricted meaning will be, that 
their behaviour, at the Lord's Supper, was a 
great indignity to the death of Chriſt, which 
that inſtitution \ was meant to e 


Bur as the Apoltle ſpeaks of * the time 


that is to come, and ſays, « | Whoſoever /ball 
« eat this bread, or drink this cup of the 


66 Lord unworthily, ſpall be guilty of the bo- 


dy and blo of the Lord ;” and what he 
wrote was by x authority of Chriſt, a- 
greeable. to, what he had received from him; 
it Teens \ 7 to underſtand him as e- 
ſtabliſni ing a Jaw with reſpect to the celebra- 
tion of the Lord's Supper. 
Z Nd, 71: 

Goop laws uſually take their rife from 
miſbthavicur and ill conduct in the ſubjects. 
Thus, from Peter's rebuking his maſter, when 


* 


»/ Mark vill 20,38. + Math, 4. 24; 31. 32. 
a + diftrels, 
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he foretold that he was himſelf to ſuffer and be 
crucified *, our Lord warns them againſt the 
danger of being aſhamed of him, or denying 
him before men. From the Phariſees mali - 
ci6uſly infinuating +, © that by Beelzebub, rhe 
<« prince of the devils, he did caſt out devils,” 

he pointed out to them the great N of 


| blaſphemy * the Holy Ghoſt, © 


In like manner, from the aids and 


_ offenſive behaviour of the Corinthians, the 
Apoſtle took occaſion to declare'to men, the 


danger of cating and drinking unworthily ; 
and, therefore, with great propriety may he 


be underſtood as warning us againſt every 


improper and unworthy manner of partaking 
of the Lord's Supper. Of which we will 
ſpeak more fully I. | 


HR gays, has They e eat and drink e 


; ” to themſelves ;?? by their irreligious beha- 


viour they offended God. And, in the 30 ver. 
he mentions the puniſhment which had been 


_ inflited on ſome of them already, for their 


guilt. Many were viſited with ſickneſs and 
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' diſtreſs, and ſome with death: « For this 


« cauſe many are weakly, and ſick among 
6 ron. and many fleep.” 
9 - 
IT is very obſerveable, that, in this inſti- 
tution, the wiſdom of God hath followed the 


. ſame method, in which. he hath thought fit 
to inſtru mankind from the beginning of 


the world: For when, at any time, Al- 
mighty God hath condeſcended to ſpeak of 
himſelf to the ſons of men, as we are averſe 
to think of ſpiritual things, and incapable of 
forming any proper conception of them, but 
by ſome helps, or analogy to ſenſible objects, 
therefore he hath never given us any ſublime 
deſcription of his nature and eſſence, which, 
very probably, we could not have compre- 
hended ; but choſe rather to be known to us 
by ſome memorable work, or ſome affec- 
tionate relation in which he ſtood to the ſons 
of men, 'Thus, to the patriarchs he was 


known as © the Creator of the heavens, and 


& of the earth: To the Iſraclites, as © the 
God who brodght them out of the land of 
Egypt, and the houſe of bondage; and, 
to Chriſtians he is revealed, as God, even 


« the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 


B 2 W 


I 
9 r n We — 2 — a 
We * 


's TIE vrvour © 


Wx are as careleſs to remember; as we are 
at firſt flow to apprehend ſpiritüal things ; 

and, therefore, has the ſame wiſdom employ- 
ed ſome outward means, or external figns, to 
bring theſe important relations to bur re- 
membrance. Thus, to preferve the belief of 
our dependence on him as bur creator; Ad a 
ſenſe of the duties which we owe him; im- 
medigtely aſter the ereation, God was pleaf- 
ed to ſet apart one diy in ſeven for his wor- 
ſhip : To perpetuate the membry of thefr 
great deliverance from oppreſſion and 0 80 
in Egypt, he ordained the paſſorer tö Bt 
carefully obſerved by the children of Ilraei, 
in all their generations: In the ime view is 
the Lord's Supper appoitited to be celebrated 
in all the churches of Chriſt, as 4 memorial 
of his death and ſufferings, till he come a. 
gain. As theſe ſymbols are plain and ſigni- 
ficant, they are wiſely adapted to promote 
this great end; for, ſuch is our frame; that 
ſenſible emblems, when not glaring and o- 
ſtentatious, make deeper, and more laſting 
impreſſions on dut minds, than a bare hiſtori- 
cal narrative of the facts to be remembered. 
So that, Cane | 


uf 7 


. 


err rr 


1ſt, 
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V, Taz primary intent of the Lord's Sup- 
per, is to perpetuate and keep up the remem- 
brance of Chriſt till he come again: 'This 
« (ſays he) do in remembrance of me.“ 


HEREBY we are called to remember how 
excellent this perſon is, who underwent all 
theſe ſufferings for us. The only begotten 
« ſon of God, the brightneſs of the Father's 
« glory, the expreſs image of his perſon, in 
« whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
« and knowledge, and the fulneſs of the 
« Godhead bodily : He being in the form of 
God, took on him the fort of a ſervant, 
© and became obedient unto death, even the 
ts death of the croſs.” The dignity of his 
perſon gave a value e mg and to 


all his ſufferings.. . 


Tris moſt excellent perſon lefe all that 
happineſs of which he was poſſeſſed in heaven, 
and came to earth; the Word that was God, 
« as made fleſh, and dwelt among us:“ 
For our ſake, * he became a man of ſorrows, 
« and acquainted with grief: After having 
taught us the terms of ſalvation and accep- 
tance with God, ſet before us an edifying 

B 3 and 


is THE DEvour 


and perfect example, and endured much con- 
tradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf; he ſuffer- 
ed a painful and ignominious death, as an 
expiation for the ſins of men. | 


| f 1. 

E | AL this he did with cheerfulneſs and 

x conſtancy : All the oppoſition, hatred, and 
3 reproach with which he was affaulted, rather 

quickened his anxiety to have that great un- 

 _ dertaking accompliſhed. He neither failed 
_— . nor was diſcouraged, till he could fay, © It is 
_ « finiſhed.” 


To perpetuate the belief of this important 
Fi event in the world, and to preferve an affec- 
py tionate and grateful remembrance of it on 
IP the hearts of all the diſeiples and followers of 
=_ Chriſt, as a principle of obedience, was the o- 
4 0 riginal intent of the Lord's Supper ; that, 
4 when we were ſinners, and enemies, with- 
K; | out ſtrength to reſcue ourſelves from the guilt 
| 


and dominion of fin, Chrift, Gore: n 
thus died for the ungodly. | 


 2dh Tur 1 oppor- 
tunity of rene wing and ratifying our covenant 
with God. Mercy and forgiveneſs are offered, 


in 
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in the goſpel, to bim that believes and re- 
pents. The terms on which mercy wis offer= 
ed, were obtained by the mediation of Chriſt, 


dicated to God, on the terms of this cove- 
nant, by baptiſm ; but, alas! in many things 
we fail, · and come ſhort of the ſacred obliga- 
tions that were then laid on us. Astheſeterms 
of mercy are accommodated to imperfect 
men, who promiſe obedience, and are in dan- 
ger of breaking, or of forgetting their vows ; 
the Lord's Supper affords an occaſion of re- 
| collection, and an opportunity of conſider- 
it ing how we have paid thefe yows, or where- 
2 in we have failed in the performance of the 
n duties which were incumbent on us, and 


er 


of W what guilt we are chargeable with in the 


o⸗ ſight of his croſs. When we are to partake 


at, of the Lord's Supper, it is a very proper oc- 
h- cafion of ſearching and trying our hearts; of 


ilt MW confeffing and mourning over our paſt tranf. / 


xe, greffone; of imploring the forgiveneſs of them, 


for the ſake of that propitiatien, which this 


ordinance doch commemorate ; of bringin 
or. & ourſelves under new and ftriter obligations 
ant to watch againſt temptations, and reſolving, 
ed, I: that 


and purehaſed by his death. We are early de- 
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that 70 we hay done iniquity wu hg 
grace, we will do no more. 

3ah, Tas Lord's Supper is a means of 
maintaining communion with God: Sin for- 
feited the favour of God, baniſhed men from 
his preſence, and deprived us of freedom of 
acceſs to him. To this great privilege we 
are again reſtored by Jeſus Chriſt, and now 
have acceſs to the Father by him. Almighty 
.God hath thought fit, of his great goodneſs, 
that this intercourſe ſhould be carried on in 
the uſe of means. By them he vouchſafes to 
beſtow on us, the direction of his Good Spi- 
rit, the aſſiſtance of his grace, the comforts 
of his love, the pledges and foretaſtes of eter- 


Tux ordinance of the Supper is a power- 
ful means of maintaining this communion, 
and of conveying theſe bleſſings to the chil- 
dren of God. © The cup of bleſſings (faith 
« the holy Apoſtle) which we bleſs, is it 
& not the communion of the blood of Chriſt ? 
“The bread which we break, is it not the 
& communion of the body of Chriſt * ?” that 


2 1 Cor. * 16. * 
183 


—_— = 
RY ww 
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is, th means of conveying to üs thie bleffug- 


purchaſed by the fufferitigs of Chriſt. 


IT muſt be acknowledged, if chere be no 
ſuch thing as real communiòn with God, 
many expreſſions in holy ſcripture can have 
no determinate meaning at all. As when 
the Pfalmiiſt ſays; c As the hart pantertr after 
« the water. btooks; fo pariteth | my foil for 
« God, the living God *;—We ſhall be fa- 
« r{sfied with the fatriefs of thy 'houfery even 
« of thy holy place: thou wilt provide for 
them drink of the rivers of thy pleafute f. 
« Then ſhall I run the way of thy com- 
« mandments, when thou fhalt enlarge my 
« heart j.” Saith our Lord himſelf, © He 
« that loveth me; ſhall be loved of my father, 
« ind. I will love him, and manifeſt myfelf 
to him. If a man love me, he will keep 


« my words; my Father will love him, and 


« we will come in unto him, and make our 
« abode with him g.“ And, fince he aſeend- 
ed into heaven, he faith to the church, Be- 
« hold; I. ſtand at the door and knock: If 


« any man will hear my voice, and open the 


Pſalm xlii. 1. 2. + Pſalm xxxvi. 8. 9. 
t Pſalm cxix. 32. $ John xiv, 21. 23. 
« door, 


} 
| 
* 
{ 
65 
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| 4 door, I will come in arid ſup with him, 
R « and he with me *.” This is, indeed, the 
1 N hidden manna of God, which the world 
| knoweth not; a ee et 
n ann | - Fx 


athly, Tax Lord's Supper is intended as 
2 means of our improvement in holineſs, and 
all the other graces of the Chriſtian life. This 
| is called, feeding on Chrift. He calls himſelf 

5 the bread of life : That is to ſay, the bleſſings 
-W; which he hath brought and purchaſed, and 


| 5 . beſtows on us, are as neceſſary to the happi- 
oi | neſs of the ſoul, as bread is to the n | 
WM ment of our bodies. $ $54 ; 
bs. | Tux foul is firitual, and ſtands i in need 
1 wy ſpritual food ; that is, of light to direct u: 
= in the road of our duty, and of aſſiſtance to BW ( 
El perform it; of courage to perſevere in the . 
+ courſe of a holy obedience ; and ſtrength to n 
3 | reſiſt temptations. We all agree, that the MW 
1 growth and progreſs of every thing depend iſ; 
9 on the coneurrence of providence; and life I 
| 3 conveyed to it, according to thoſe laws which Ich 
{ le | b : th 
| ® Rey. iti. 20. | go 


1 
: * 
— Ul F 
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= " J py * 
' | 
N : \ , 
q 4 
a " 


/ 


COMMUNICANT's ASSISTANT. 23 y 


God hath eſtabliſned in the natural world. 
There ſeems, from revelation, to be the ſame 
reaſon for believing, that there-are means-e- 
ſtabliſned in the moral world, for cultivating 
and cheriſhing the ſeeds of virtue and good- 
neſs in the ſoul, which ſhall, at laſt, fpring up | 
to everlaſting its, - $236 


as 

* 1 5 

1 Go is beſt judge what theſe nals ſhould 

lt de; the uſe of them is our duty; our employ- | 

ing them expreſſes our. ſenſe of our depen- 1 

nd dence on God, and our obedience to his com- | 

bi: mandments. No means could be more adap- 

h. ¶ ted to promote our improvement in all the 
graces of the Chriſtian life than the Lord's 
Supper. What could tend more to ſtrength- 

eed Bf cn and eſtabliſh our faith in the goſpel, than 

u. to partake of the memorials of the death of 

to Chriſt, and ſee him, as it were, ſet forth cru- 

the cified before our eyes; and to call to re- 

\ to membrance, that, as certainly as we eat this 

the bread, and drink of this cup, Jeſus, the Son, 

end N of God, ſuffered for our ſins? What could 
lite Wl more contribute to encreaſe our love to God, 
hich W thin our being thus brought to remember 
that God ſo loved us, as to'give his only be- 
gotten Son to the death for us. The ſame 


holy 
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- holy. inſtitution clearly ſhows us the evil of 
ſia, that was expiated at ſo dear a rate, as the 
precious blood of the Son of God. How dan. 
gerous then mult the ſtate of the impenitent 
; ſinner be? In a word, nothing could be a 
greater « check to all hatred, or revenge, a 
gainſt our brethren, or a more powerful mo- 
tive to forgive their treſpaſſes, than our ſee- 
e croſs of Chriſt, how for 
Cs, ſ ake, h. 28 ten us. Aub hain 
Sicher in Hrs ordinance, i is the wiſe con- 
ſtitution of the Hi gh Prieſt of our profeſſion, 
And to to thel S means, ſeriouſly and deyoutly 
uled, God addeth his bleſſing to make them 
elfe Q * 3 For whoever planteth, or. water- 


eth, it is God chat t giveth t the encreaſe. * 


4 — 


80 chat, from the ſupper of our Lord, the 
devout Chriſtian may, hope to derive Arength 
to reſiſt temprition, aſſiſtance to put his beſt 
reſolutions i in practice, and to enable him to 
hold on in the road that leads to everlaſting 
fe. And if our bleſſed Lord hath afſured 
us, that our heavenly Father 'is ready, even 
if anſwer 1 to our ſecret prayers, to grant good 
lk bis Holy M 15 them 5 alk 

23 . 5 m of 


- 4 no * 


— 
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„nan“, much, more may we conclude, vil 
L he grant thoſe bleſſings of which we ſtand 


ie in need, when, with devout and. penitent 
2 hearts, we implore them over that facrifice 
nt of a ſweet ſmelling favour, which is the pur- 
2 chaſe of theni all F. He who denied us not 
* the greater gift, will not refuſe to give the 
* leſſer. He who ſpared not his own Son, 
* but freely delivered him up to the death for 
r us all, how ſhall be not with him alſo freely 
py give us all things a 5 
on. * 
tly 8 | 
er- | 
il Of our Obligations to partake of the Lord's 
n | 
the 


gt Hema thus. endeavoured to give ſome 


account of the nature and end of the 


110 Lord's Supper, I come now to conſider the 
4 obligations which all Chriſtians are under to 
ed partake of it. 

ven | 

1 „Matth. vü. 9. + Rom. vill. z 
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1. Ws are bound to this duty from grati- 
tude. Our ſalvation by Chriſt Jeſus, is the 
unſpeakable gift of God. What adds great · 
ly to the value of any favour is, that it was 
conferred.on us in our great need. Our con- 
dition, when the Son of God came to ſave 
us, was, indeed, diſtreſsful. We might be 
- helped to form ſome proper notion of it, from 
the authentic accounts which we have of 
thoſe nations, who never yet heard of the 
goſpel : They are, to this day, without God, 
and without hope in the world, worſhiping 
the moſt abſurd objects, and living in barba- 
rities, which it is even a ſhame to mention. 
This ſhews us, that all men are included un- 
der fin; and, thereby, become obnoxious to 
many miſeries in this world, and to the dread- 
ful conſequences of ſinful and vicious lives 
in the world to come. 

FroM this diſtreſsful condition we were 
unable to recover ourſelves, but the Son of 
God was manifeſted to ſave us; to inſtruct 
us in our duty to God, to atone for our guilt, 
and to quicken. us in the ways of holineſs, 
who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſin. To ac- 
compliſh this redemption, he relinquiſhed all 

| that 
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that happineſs of which he was poſſeſſed in 
heaven, and laid down his life, in many cir- 
cumſtances of ignominy and diſtreſs, as the 
propitiation for our ſins. To perpetuate the 
memory of this amazing love, was our Lord's 
Supper appointed. 


How would gratitude be expected to ma- 
nifeſt itſelf for temporal favours, reſpecting 
things of this world? If any perſon had ven- 
tured his life to ſave us, when we were on 
the brink of periſhing by fire or water, we 
would have reckoned ourſelves obliged, all 
our lives afterward, to remember him witk 
eſteem and affection. If, therefore, we have 
any veſtige of gratitude in us, for the ine- 
ſtimable benefit of ſalvation by Chriſt Jeſus 
from far greater miſeries than temporal death, 
we will contribute what we can to preſerve 
the memory of it in the world ; that children 
yet unborn May declare his mighty acts, and 
one generation to another may praiſe the 
Lord. 3 


Any man, who lives in the habitual ne- 
glect of this duty, ought ſeriouſly to conſider, 
that, if all men ated, and argued, as he 

5 does, 
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does, the Lord's Supper, which has been a 
continued and inconteſtible viſible proof of 
the truth of the goſpel, would go into deſue- 
tude'; and, thereby, the love of Chriſt, which 
he remarkably expreſſed in his death, be en- 
tirely forgot in the world. . 


2. Tx advantages which e may reap 
from this ordinance, are another reaſon why 
we ought to embrace every opportunity that 
comes in our way of partaking of the Lord's 


_ 


Supper. 


Ix all the offices of piety and religion, 
there is a pleaſure which a good man feels in 
the conſcioufneſs of his honeſt endeavours to 


approve himſelf to God. As Job, long ſince, 


beautifully expreſſed it, "The Lord knoweth 
the way that I take, and when he hath tried 
me, I ſhall come forth 2s gold *.” There is 
alſo a joy in the ſenſations of 2 Heart grateful 
toward God, which a ſtranger doth not in- 
termeddle with. The real worth and com- 
fort of theſe two no man knoweth, but he 
that hath received them, | 
Job xxiii. 10. . N 
9 ann 


2 


—— — 
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Bes$1DEs theſe, this ordinance hath parti- 
cular advantages from the native defign and 
tendency of it, to ſtir up many devout and 
pious conſiderations, to ſhew the evil of ſin, 

and arm us with reſolutions againſt it. 


THe frequent participation of it keeps a- 
wake, on our minds, a ſenſe of our relation 


y to Chriſt as the head, as we are members of 

at his body; of our obligations to be made 

I's conformable to his death, and to live in the 
| hopes of his coming to judgment. 

n, IT cheriſhes in our ſouls love to God, who 
in loved us, and ſent his Son to ſave us ;—love 


to alſo to the bleſſed Jeſus, who loved us, and 
ce, gave himſelf to the death for us. Beſides 


eth this, 
ied oh 111775 
> is Tax Lord's Supper ſets before us a power- 


ful ful motive to love our brethren, as children 
in- of the ſame family, redeemed with the ſame 
"M- precious blood ; and teaches us to check all 


he ill-will or revenge * Sole for whom | 
Crriſt died. — 


__ ' Tas | | 3 
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TE ſelf- examination in which we ought 
to be employed, as preparatory to the Lord's 
Supper, will lead us to a greater acquain- 
tance with our own hearts and lives; and 
thereby ſhew us what things are wanting thut 
need to be ſupplied, or what things are wrong 

that need to be reCtified, or what guilt that 

needs to be pardoned and repented of. 


Ix a word, commemorating. the death of 
Chriſt, who 1 is our peace, affords comfort to 
the penitent, in hopes of pardon, © in that 
« we have redemption through his blood, e- 
© yen the forgiveneſs of .lin ;” for now, he 
that confeſſeth, and a 18 certain of 


finding mercy. PER 


AND, therefore, as the Lord's Supper will 
afford peace in the road of our duty, and be 
a means of animating us to live up to our 
profeſſion with greater diligence; if men 
Judged with the ſame ſagacity in ſpiritual 
things, as they do in things of this world, 
they would think themſelves ſtrictly bound 
to perform a duty that tended ſo much to 

promote their beſt intereſt, 


x © 6 7 Ve STS 
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3. Tax expreſs commandment of Chrift 
obligeth us to partake of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. This do in remembrance 
« of me.—Shew forth the Lord's death till 
« he come.” 'This commandment is record- 
ed by three of the Evangeliſts, and by-the 
holy Apoſtle Paul, who had it in immediate 
charge from Chriſt himſelf. . When he was 
made an Apoſtle, not by man, neither by the 
f will of man, but by the revelation of Jeſus 
0 Chriſt, then he received of the Lord, what 
it he alſo ang unto us relative to this ordi- 
— nance. 


of WY. OF), Gao X -_w9 OY 


of Tais commandment, delivered by the au- 
X thority of our great Lawgiver, is as binding, 
upon us as any other duty of our religion, or 
ill any of the ten commandments of God's law. 
ve WW Every one, therefore, who lives in the habi- 
ur Wl tual neglect of it, lives in wilful fin, . Every 
en fuch perſon ought ſeriouſly to conſider, that 
al to partake of the Lord's Supper is the only 
d, diſtinguiſhing act of Chriſtian worſhip, and 
ad an explicit declaration of our faith in the death 
to of Chriſt. A perſon, therefore, gome to age, 
who did never partake of it, as he was baptized 
without his own m conſents has done nothing to 
HE | declare 
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declare his acceptance of the choice then made 
for him, or to ratify the obligations that were 

- then laid on him; and, confequently, has given 
no evidence to the world that he is any more 
a Chriſtian, than he is a Heathen, Jew; or 
Mahometan. | 


Tuxax are many circumſtances attending 
the delivery of this commandment, that ought 
powerfully to enforce our - obedience to it: 
He who enjoined this duty is Jeſus the Son 
of God; our hope; the author and finiſher 
of our faith, who laid down his life for us; 
is now gone into heaven to take poſſeſſion in 
our name, and prepare a place for us; and 
will return to © receive us unto himſelf, that 
“ where he is, there we may be alſo.” 


THe time, in like manner, when this ordi- 
nance was inſtituted, ought to affect every in- 
genuous mind, as a motive to obey the com · 
mandment, That night in which he was be- 
trayed, when he had a full proſpect of his ſuf- 
ferings. Hz well knew that all the diſciples 
Jhould, that night, be offended becauſe of him; 
for it ſhould be fulfilled that is written, © they 

AE ſhall ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep of 


2 
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« the flock ſhall be ſcattered.” In the pro- 
ſpect of certain ſufferings, mankind are uſu- 
ally ſo affected with their own diſtreſs, as to 
be unmindful of others; but, even then, 
when he was about to pour out his ſoul un- 
to death, he remembered us, and inſtituted 
this memorial of his death, and commanded 
us to do this in remembrance: of him. All 
men are caretul, c“ poſſible, to fulfil the re- 
queſt of a dying friend, . more of 2 
friend dying for us. 


So that if we beni, in our hearts, the leaſt 
veſtige of gratitude for that love, which Chriſt 
expreſſed for us in our low eſtate, which he 
bore in his mind in the greateſt agonies of his 
ſufferings; if we would wiſh to have the 
grateful remembrance of what he hath done 
for mankind kept up in the world, and a 
more powerful ſenſe of it impreſſed upon our 


own hearts; if we are even earneſt to reap 
the benefit and' comfort which the pious per- 


formance of this duty might afford us, or 
think ourſelves under any obligation to obey 
the commandment of our dying Redeemer, 
we are certainly bound to do this in remem- 
brance of him. 
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they certainly had beſt acrooſo w know rhe 
meaning of it. They continued with one 


© bread from houſe to houſe.— They conti- 


* ſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in pray- 
er. On the firſt day of the week, the dil- 


-writes to the church of Corinth, with rela- 
tion to this ordinance, he does it not to inſti- 


ral abuſes, of which they had been guilty in 
the celebration of it That they came toge- 


hungry, and another drunken, and ate to ex- 
ceſs, as if they had not had houſes to eat at 
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4- I may add, that if there were any 
difficulty in explaining the extent of this 
commandment, or any doubt whether the 
memorial of Chriſt's death was intended to 
be kept up in his church as a duty of perpe- 
tual obligation, we have the practice of the 
primitive Chriſtians, thoſe who lived in the 
days of the Apoſtles, as an explication of it; 


« accord in the temple, and in breaking ot 


*« nued in the Apoſtle's doctrine and; fellow- 


tt ciples came together to break bread *.” 
And when the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 23. 


tute a rite that was new, but to rectify ſeve- 


ther as to a common meal, while one was 


Adds ii, 46. 42. XX. 7. my 
| Ome. 
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home. As, therefore, they had profaned the 
Lord's Supper, if it had not been a duty of 


perpetual obligation, the Apoſtle would have 
forbid the inſtitution altogether, rather than 
have given them further directions about the 


religious celebration of it : But his appoint- 


ment is, ver. 26. * As oft as ye eat this bread 


« and drink this cup, ye ſhew (or, ſhew ye) 
« the Lord's death till he come.” 


WRIT ies III. 


Of the Excuſes for negleBing the Lord's * 


per. 


8 the duty of TED of the Lord's 


Supper is ſo reaſonable and delightful, 
and our obligations to perform it fo indiſpen · 
ſible, one would think there muſt be ſome- 
thing very extraordinary, that could hinder a 
perſon from embracing every proper opportu- 
nity of approaching it. No text of ſcripture 
can be explained as a pretence of ſtaying from 
the Lord's table, where the blame will not 
fall on ourſelves. Yet, ſo it is, that ſometimes 
good Chriſtians are diſtreſſed with difficulties 


and 
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and diſcouragements, in the proſpect of com- 
ing to it; and wicked careleſs men often 
- muſter. up excuſes for continuing, perhaps 
their whole lives, in the neglect of this ne · 
ceſſary duty. This makes it very needful, 
as the third part of this ſubject, to confider 
the excaſes and pretences for not coming to 
* Lord's table. 


I HoPs it is not improper to beſeech every 
one who has neglected this duty, under pre- 
tence of any one of the following excuſes, 
ſeriouſly to aſk himſelf, Whether he be fin- 
cere in offering them, and would willingly 
come to the Lord's table if theſe difficultics 
were.removed ? For, if he hath only muſter- 
ed up any of them, to patch up a ſort of falſe 
peace with his own-conſcience, that he may 
quietly continue in ſin, and not undergo the 
pain and ſorrow which the purging out the 
old leaven would coſt him, that he'might be 
ſuitably prepared to keep this feaſt; he is 
proof againſt conviction, and we ſpeak as to 
them that do not hear. 

I wouLD earneſtly wiſh, that endeavour- 


ing to anſwer theſe excuſes might have the 


Lord's Supper who have formerly been ne- 


ing Chriſtians to aproach it with more com- 
fort and nn. 


- 


1. Sour ſay, We are fo great- ſinners, that 
we dare not come to the Lord's abi. | 


In anſwer to \ this, it is neceſſary to ues 


der, whether thoſe fins which make them, 


afraid to come to the Lord's table are re- 
pented of, or not? If we have repented of 
our paſt tranſgreſſions, and are juſtly hum- 
bled on account of them, and ſteadily reſolved 
to watch againſt them; ſo far we are con- 
formed to the calls of the goſpel. This, in- 
ſtead of rendering us unfit for the Lord's 
table, is a very proper diſpoſition to qualify 
us for it; that, by this ordinance we may be 
ſtrengthened againſt fin, and all our good re- 
ſolutions be confirmed. The penitent and 
contrite heart God will not deſpiſe. To him, 
even to this man, will I look,” that is, with 
comfort and approbation, « who i is poor and 
D « of 
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good effect to induce thoſe to partake of the 


gligent of it, and to aſſiſt ſerious well mean- 
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6 of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth ae wy 
6c word n N 


Bur if we are ming impenitent, in 10 
commiſſion of ſin, we are, indeed, unfit for 
the Lord's table ; but the blame muſt lie on 
ourſelves. While we continue in this impe- 
nitent ſtate, our prayers and praiſes, every 
act of religious worſhip, as well as commu- 
nicating, are an abomination in the ſight of 
God. When we ſpread forth our hands he 
will not regard; and, without amendment of 
life, this will render us incapable of ern 
into the 11 em of Heaven. | 


by « perſon u under a great miſtake 
who imagines himſelf in a ſafer way to fal- 
vation, by abſenting from the Lord's table, 
while he continues in- fin, than if he ap- 
proached to it. For, whether he communi- 
cate or not, unleſs he repent he muſt periſh, 


Ix, by this excuſe, any one means, that he 
is ſenſible he lives in ſo diſorderly, or un- 
chriſtian a manner, that he 3 is really unfit for 


» Iſaiah Ixvi. 2. 


the 
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the Lord's tablez and that his being ſeen 
there might, perhaps, give offence to his 
neighbours ; he ought, ſeriouſly to conſider, 
that, while he continues ſuch, he is unfit to 
pr enter the heavenly Jeruſalem. For if he is 


n not poſſeſſed of ſo much of the external de- 
e- dency of religion, as could entitle him, in the 
ry judgment of charity, to the outward privi- 
u- . of a profeſſing Chriſtian; he cannot 
of pretend to have ſo much real 3 as 
he does, in the ſight of God, render him fit to 
of be admitted into the kingdom of - heaven, 
on where nothing can enter that defileth, or 
worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; 
ke, - So that unleſs the ſinner reſalve to con- 
al- tinue in ſin, and renounce all hopes of ſalva- ; 
le, tion, the wiſeſt courſe he can poſſibly follow, f "2 


ap- is to embrace the firſt opportunity, * while 
ni- « it is called to day,” of turning, from all 
{h, his iniquities, and of ratifying thoſe good re- 

ſolutions, by devoutly 1 of the Lord's 


he Supper. 
un⸗ 
fot IT is alen before I leave this queſtion, 


to.obſerve, that, ſometimes, pious perſons, 
in TO of the Lord's Supper, have been 
the | D 2 Gr $2 
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_ diſtreſſed with the ſame objection, © a ſenſe 


of their own unworthineſs.” There are 
prous and devout perſons who deal more ſe- 
verely with themſelves than any body elſe; 


and, from a dejeQtion of ſpirit, or miſtaken 


Notions of their duty, are ſometimes ready to 
render this ſacrament a mean of melancholy 
and diſcouragement, inſtead of conſolation 
and thankſgiving. And becauſe the Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaks of the reproach which he had brought 
on religion, in the matter of Uriah; and the 
holy Apoſtle Paul calls himſelf the chief of 
ſinners, and injurious; becauſe he had perſe · 
cuted the cauſe and followers of Chriſt, aud 
obliged them to blaſpheme his holy name; 


they are ready, in the ſame fpirit of dejec- 


tion, to give themſelves ſuch names as theſe, 


and con6der themſelves as the chief of ſin - 
ners; though they cannot fix upon any great 


crime of which they have been guilty; but 


poſſeſs not all that cheerfulneſs of mind, or 


that fervour of devotion, which they could 


wiſh. 
To ſuch perſons we may ſay, 1f mien had 


been perfect, the death of Chriſt would have 


been ee. The means of grace are 
2 appointed 
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appointed for our improvement in holineſs 
The beſt of men have their infirmities; but 
there is a great difference between theſe ana 
the wilful ſinner, who goeth on in his treſ- 
| paſſes. As theſe infirmities and weaknefles, 
to which pious. perſons are expoſed, are their 
grief, and great gound of ſorrow, as they 
ſtrive and wreſtle againſt them ; this ordi- 
nance is appointed as a means af eſtabliſhing 
them more in the faith, and enabling them 
to overcome their ſpiritual enemies. Such 
perſons Chriſt himſelf affeQionately invites 
to come to him for relief; Come unto me, 
« all. ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
« and I will give you reſt *.—Thus alſo, 
« ſaith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
tt eternity, whoſe name is Holy, I dwell in 
« the high and holy place; with him. alſo 
ec that is of a contrite and humble fpirit, to 
« revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to re- 
vive the heart of the contrice ones +.” And 
every one remembers the acceptance of the 
humble publican's penitent prayer, © God be 
« merciful to me a ſinner ,“ in preference 


d to that of che proud ſelt-rightequs phariſee. 
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2. Sou ſay; We are fo much taken up 
with the cares of life, that we cannot afford 
time ſufficient to prepare ourſelves for wile 
Lords table. 


- 
* f 
y 4 * N 
- 


15 a man pris the lawful cares of this 
world within due bounds, this is his duty, 
and by no meaus diſqualifies him for ſerving ; 
God. Whatever miſtaken notions of godli- t 
neſs men may have drunk in, Chriſtianity 

does not allow us, even under pretence of 

minding religion, to neglect our lawful em- f 
ployments; but expreſsly commands us to p 
ſtudy to be quiet, and do our on buſineſs, I 
working with our hands, that we may eat it 


our own bread ®. 0 0 

| 1 wary ti 
1s we purfue unlawful objects, or ſet our ot 
hearts too much on the things of this world, m 
and, in queſt of them, forfeit a good con · pr 
ſelence; this purſuit, if we continue in it, ta 


will render us unfit for eternal life. To pre- th 
tend this as an excuſe for abſenting from the M 
Lord's table, rather aggravates than leſſens de 
our güilt: It is excufing one ſin by another. cat 
But if a perſon were really forry that the pet 
cares of the world employed too much of his ing 


» 2 Theſſ. iii. 12. 
thou ghts 
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thoughts, there could! not be a more effec- 
tual means of curing our hearts of this diſ- 
eaſe, of leſſening our eſteem of the things of 
this world, or of weaning our affections from 
them, than frequent and devout meditation 
on heavenly things; and, particularly, in this 
ordinance, viewing the things of this world 
in the croſs'of Chriſt, pond greatly _— us 
to overcome Narr * 1424 5 
ande a erden who offers this te 
for negleCting to partake of the Lord's Sup- 
per, means, that his ſituation is ſuch as al- 
lows him but very little time to prepare for 
it. To this may be properly anſwered, Fhat 
God, whom we ſerve, beſt: knows our ſitua- 
tion in life ; he hath determined the bounds 
of our habitation ; he makes allowance, in 
mercy, for our circumſtances, and exacts im- 
provement from us, only in proportion to the 
talents with which we are intruſted; and, 
therefore, expects that we ſhould employ 
more or leſs time in the duties of piety and 
devotion, in proportion as our circumſtances 
can afford. . So that a ſervant, or any other 
perſon, who is neceflarily taken up in labour- 
ing from morning to night for his bread, 
Ne: cannot 
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cannot be ſuppoſed to beſtow ſo much time 
in preparing himſelf for this ordinance, a 
one who has all his time in his own diſpoſal; 
though all of us might employ more time 
in the offices of religion than we uſually do: 
For even when our bodies are employed a. 
bout the things of this world, our affections 
may be toward God; our thoughts turned 
to the inward frame and ſtate of our ſouls; 
meditating on things above; ſending up our 
prayers and devour ejaculations to heaven; 
imploring the forgiveneſs of fin, and mercy 


an. 


g tien dun Minding the nen of this lite 
ean be no excuſe for abſenting from the 
Lord's Supper. If we purſue them with rex 
ſonable concern, that- is no crime, nor any 
reaſon for neglecting the ſervice of God, as 
ve are then only doing our duty: But, if we 
purſue the cares of the world in exceſs, this 
is a fault that requires ſpeedy ee. 


3. Sou ſtay away from the Lord's Sup- 
per for fear they ſhould afterward break their 
- vows, and thereby, inſtead of making im- 

provement in religion, be in danger of con- 
; tracting 
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Ga 


tracting new guilt. They think it, therefore, 
ſafer not to ou than to vow and not Pay 


sven 1 * en to proceed upon 2 g 
miſtake, that, by ſtaying away from. the 1 
Lord's Supper, they are free from the obli- ! 
gations to holineſs which we are laid under | 
by coming to it.- Every one, that nameth the 7 
name of Chriſt, muſt- depart from iniquity. | 
The goſpel obliges us to abandon “ all | 
« ungodlineſs, and . worldly luſts, and to ) 
« live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly, in 

« this preſent world; and aſſures us that | 
impenitent ſinners cannot be happy in the 
next; for without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 

the Lord,” When we come to the Lord's 

table we make open profcilion of theſe obli- 

gations, and renew our ſerious, purpoſes to 14 
live in this manner; but our ſtaying away | 
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does not free us from the obligations to per- 
form theſe duties. 


8 


To e of the Lord's Supper i is not 
only a duty, but a very neceſſary means of 
improvement in grace, We may ſafely af- 
firm, that no diſciple of Chriſt ever partook 
of it who had not infirmities to ſtruggle 
with, 


and yet, ere the cock erow of next morning, 
he denied him. This is not recorded to tem. 
fy good Chriſtians from the Lord's Supper; 
for, it is evident, ſoon after this, when that 


' maſter, Chrift did believe him ſincere, ani 
continued him in his apoſtleſhip; and fore. 
warned him, that he muſt ſuffer for his name, 

though lately he had denied him 5. 


ple who are afraid left they ſhould: breit 
their vows ought to be the ces watehful. | 
they are in danger of being tempted to te 
turn to the commiffion of their former fing 
it is a very wrong courſe, for that reaſon, t 


| they will be the more on their guard-againl 
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with, and many things that needed to be 2. 
mended. The holy Apoſtly Peter ſat at the 

firſt Supper with our bleſſed Lord, and pro- 
feſſed very warm and affeCtionate love ta him 1 


Apoſtle profeſſed great love for his Lord ani 


Tur juſt inference from this is, That pes 


neglect ſo neceſſary and important a duty: 
They ought much rather to reſolve, thi 


temptation ; they will exerciſe the more ſen 
ous dependence on the grace of God; an 


John xxi. 18 
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be more conſtant and fervent in prayer for” 
the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. 81 


Wx too often argue in matters of religion, 
28 we would not in things of this world. If 
a thing is neceſſary to be done, and tends 
greatly to our intereſt, we will not be terti- 
fied from it, though attended with ſome has 
| zard. A merchant will not give over buſineſs. 
""Wthough he has the riſk of bad debtors, and 
the dangers of the ſeas to encounter, ſinee 
grade is neceſſary for his own and his fami- 
3 ys ſubſiſtence. Thus we ought to reaſon 
on the caſe before us: We are ſtrictly bound 
in duty, gratitude, and intereſt, to partake 
of the Lord's Supper : The danger of which 
we are afraid, is doubtful ; for, by the grace 
ff God, we may be enabled to approach 
vorthily, and to fulfil our vows ; but, if we 

neglect it, the fin is plain and obvious. In 
„dec conſcientious attendance on our duty we 
e the veracity of God to comfort us; 
« He is faithful who hath promiſed, who 
« will not ſuffer us to be tempted above 
hat ve are able; but will, with every 


„ temptation, 
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table, becauſe they have not made all that 


have made cbs the occaſions which they hare 


nothing can excem us from obedience to 


« temptation, make a way to eſcape, that We 
40 may be able to bear it *,” d tre. 


4. SOME are afraid to come to * Lord's 


improvement which they think they ought to 


Dries CH bees G to conſider, the 


a plain poſitive commandment, but inability 
to perform it. We make real improvement 
in religion by the uſe of the means of grace, 
when we are more confirmed in the Faith, 
and enabled more conſtantly to reſiſt temp- 
tation, and attend to our duty; though, per- 
haps, we have not all that /en/ible joy and 
delight in the affices of piety that we could 
wiſh. It is far ſafer to perform two duties, 
though attended with imperfections, when 
we are ſincere in what we ſet about, than 


wilfully or careleſsly to neglect one. 
Bor if a perſon is really ſorry, that he 


has not formerly made all the improvement 


* Cor. x, r3. lich 
| Whic 
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which he ought to have made in religion, 


by the uſe of this ordinance, inſtead of deing 
a reaſon for neglecting it now, this is the 
juſteſt reaſon for him carefully to examine 


his own heart, to learn what hath been the 


cauſe of his not profiting heretofore by the 
Lord's Supper. And, it is very probable, he 
will find, either that he hath not thoroughly 
examined himſelf, but hath left ſome hidden 


iniquity, which he hath not ſearched out, or 


hath not 'entirely forſaken, and this root of 
bitterneſs afterward ſpringing up, hath de- 


filed him; or elſe, that there hath ſo long 
time intervened between the ſeaſons at which 
he partook of the Lord's Supper, that the 


impreſſions and effects of the one have ceaſed 
long before he embraced another opportu- 
nity. 


Bur let every honeſt Chriſtian be dili- 


gent and ſincere in preparing his heart for 


this ordinance: Let him, as the Apoſtle 


expreſſeth it, ſtudy © to purge out the 


&« ofd leaven, — and keep the feaſt with fince- 
« rity and truth: Let him purpoſe and en- 
deavour to hve like his profeſſion ; and ear- 
neſtly implore the bleſſing of God to an 

E | 
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all effectual to the comfort and ſalvation of 
his ſoul, and that aſſiſtance will not be want · 


Ang. But he muſt not imagine that one or- 


dinance, or one Supper will crown him, or 

make him perfect at once: He muſt con- 

tinue in the diligent uſe of theſe means, to 
carry him on * from ſtrength to ſtrength 


and, at laſt, he ſhall © receive the end of his 


&« faith, even the ſalvation of his ſoul.” We 


.muſt not weary in well-doing; © in_ due 


« ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not.“ 


5. Tux dread of incurring the danger of 
unworthy. communicating, * He that eateth 
& and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drink- 
t eth damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning 
« the Lord's body *,” hath diſtrefſed many 
in the thoughts of. coming . to the Lords 


table. 


In reply to this it 18 eren firſt, to ob- 


| ſerve, That the word here tranſlated damng- 
tion, and on the margin judgment t, is not 


meant 


21 Cor. Xi. 29. 

: + The learned and pions Dr Dodridge, of Northarip 

ton, who was incapable of ſpeaking lightly of what re- 
54 | ſpected 
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meant of eternal condemnation, as the word, 
in our laguage, uſually ſigniſies; but tempo- 
ral judgment. Judgment, that is, "diſtreſs, 
calamity, or perfecution, * muſt begin at the 
e houſe of God “. And thus the goth verſe 
here explains it, when the Apoſtle ſays, 
« For this cauſe, that is, for unworthy com- 
municating, “many are weakly and fick a- 
mong you, and many ſleep, or are dead. 
He adds, in the 32d veiſe, That theſe cor - 
rections, and marks of the divine diſpleaſure, 
were deſigned for their amendment, and to 
prevent their final condemnation with the 

ungodly, 4% When we are judged, we are 
« chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould not 
« be condemned with the world 1. 


Wx may alſo fre, That the manner 
in which we now celebrate the Lord's Sup- 


' 


heed P W an inſtitution as the Lord's Supper: 
obſerves, on the word damnation, 1 Cor. xi. 29. in his 
Commentaries on the New Teſtament, ** I think it the 
© moſt, nphappy miſtake in all our verſion of the Bible, 
that the word xg is here rendered damnation: It has 
* raiſed a. dread in tender minds, which has greatly ob- 
* ſtructed the comfort and editication which they might 
« have received from this ordinance.” 
® x Pet. . 1. + 1 Cor. xi. 3% 
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per in the churcli, prevents our being guilty 
of communicating unworthily, in the very 
ſenſe in which the Corinthians did. While 
they ate it, as a common meal, out of ſtrife, 
with pride and uncharitableneſs, one was 
hungry, and another drunken, and would not 
impart of their ſupper to their poor brethren, 
who had not houſes of their own: Yet it 
would be very unreaſonable, on this account, 


to ſay, that we cannot now partake unworthi . 
ly of the Lord's Supper, as we cannot in 


the ſenſe in which the Corinthians did; | 


To commemorate-a- great obligation ſuit- 
ably or worthily, implies a grateful ſenſe-of 
it, and a conduct agreeable thereto. If an 
impenitent ſinner, who is going on wilfully 


in his treſpaſſes, come to the Lord's table, 


without any ſerious. ſenſe of the goodneſs of 
God in ſending his Son into this world; or, 
of the love of Chriſt; in dying for our fins; 


and without any purpoſe of amendment of 


life; this man, by coming to the facrament,, 
really condemns himſelf: for by this odt ward 
profeſſion he owns his ſubjection to Chriſt, 


and obligations to live anſwerably to his 


death, while, at heart, he has no ſuch in- 
; 5 tention. 


— —— — —ñ—K— T— — ———— — — —j—ꝛẽ48. 
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tention. The conduct of ſuch a perſon is 
like that of a man who is an enemy to his 
prince, and ſecretly carrying on treaſon or 
conſpiracy againſt him; yet, to qualify him- 
ſelf for an office, publicly ſwears oaths 
of obedience and allegiance to him. All 
the world would eſteem ſuch an one perjured 
and felt- EE | 


BuT we may firm with ho ofa 
certainty, that no ſerious perſon, who fince- 
rely wiſhed, and endeavoured to communicate 
worthily, could communicate unworthily. 
For God accepteth a man according to 
what he hath. For even when one who 
has formerly been a ſtranger to religion, 


comes to the Lord's table with ſorrow and 


eontrition for ſin, ſincere purpoſes of after a- 
mendment, and of living anſwerably to the 
death of Chriſt; though his religion go no 
farther, at prefent, than honeſt purpoſe and 
mtention, he communicates WE 

' Every one who — repents of his 
paſt tranſgreſſions, and carefully endeavours 
to bring his heart and life in conformity to 
the goſpel covenant, is within the terms of 


E 3 mercy z 
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merey; and when he; comes to the holy ſa-. 
crament, in obedience to the commandment 
of Chriſt, as a mean of his improvement in 
holinefs; though he be not purified to that 
degree that he could wiſh, yet may be per- 
fectly ſecure, that he cannot, in any ſenſe, be 
ſaid to eat or drink unworthily, ſo. as to be 


&« guilty of the body and blood of the Lord,” 
or „ eat and drink condemnation to him- 
«ſelf. 22 Ws {PF 


 UnworTHY communicating muſt have, 
been a deliberate and wilful fin, not a fin of 
infirmity; otherwiſe it had never been ſo ſe- 
verely puniſhed, as it was among the Corin- 
thians, with diſeaſes, . n and 
death. 


AND: it ought never to "Why <a 4 
whatever was meant by recording the guilt 
and danger of unworthy communicating, the 
Apoſtle could not have intended, by it, to 
terrify any perſon from eoming to the Lord's 
Supper, but only to make men more circum» 
ſpect in their approaches to it: For, in the 
very next words, after he has ſpoke of being 
“ guilty of the body and blood of the * 
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he adds, „ but let a man examine himſelf, 
« and fo let him eat of that n 
* of that cup.“ 


Tas ion of what hath been ſaid amounts: 
to this: The obligations that lie on us to 
perform this duty are indiſpenſible; the ob- 
jections offered for habitually: neglecting the 
ſacrament are inſufficient and ill founded : It: 
follows, therefore, that every one who pro- 
fefſes to believe the goſpel, of Chriſt, ought 
to have ſuch a meaſure of knowledge of the 
doctrines of religion, particularly of the na- 
ture and deſign of the Lord's Supper, and 
live ſo; becoming his. profeſſion, as Chriſt's 
diſciple, that he may be in condition, when 
called on, to come to the Lord's table; o- 
therwiſe he is living in the habitual neglect 
of the commandment of Chriſt, and is 8 
ful inner. 


Tux doubts and fears which often. diſtreſs 
pious perſons, in the proſpect of the Lord's 
Supper, are generally either owing to their 
own . * or to too rigid 


100 4 A 
and 
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and ſevere notions of this inſtitution, which 
Wey have learned from their teachers. For, 
vere the excuſes on their part rightty under. 
ſtood, as ſuch perſons are ſincere in their wiſhes 
to improve in faith and holineſs, and condfort 
ef the ſpirit; though it may be true that 
chere are things wrong in their tempers, 
i which they earneſtly deſire to be amended; 
this is by no means a reaſon for leaving off, 
but rather for continuing in their pious at- 
tendance on this duty; and a very neceſſaty 
mean of promoting that very end, which 
they have ſo much at heart. I may, with 
great truth, add, for the  eomfort of ſuch 
people, that theſe very doubts and fears 
about the ſtate of their fouls, with which 
they are often diſtreſſed, inftead of being 2 
proof that they are bad men, are rather marks 
of a tender conſcience, of à care to approve f 
themſelves to God, and of ſincere con- ii 
.cern for their own ſalvation. For bad men Ml , 
are ſeldom preffed with ſuch - difficulties: % 2 
at any time, any alarm of the danger of their Ml ; 
finful courſes attack them, like Felix of old; WM 
af 
80 


Cy — 8 — * 


5 though it may make them tremble, they are 
{ ready to ſtifle the conviction, and ſhift i it off 

| | to a more convenient ſeaſon, ca 
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IT is not now neceſſary, neither was it: 
any part of the deſign of this diſcourſe, to en- 
ter particularly into an examination of the: 
reaſons, why Chriſtians —_— communion: 
one from another. 


Tnx rulers of the Church of Rome di: 
indeed, made it impoſſible. for us to join in 
communion with them; for, by an amazing ( 
ſtroke of authority, they have; taken away 
from the people one half, and that- very 171 
eſſential, of the Lord's Supper, the Cup, the | 
repreſentation of the blood of Chriſt. That | 
Church has alſo affixed barbarous and idola- { 
trous notions to the bread (or wafer) the me- a 
morial of the broken body of Chriſt, 


Tas. cafe. is very different among, Prote- | 
ſtants : As they have not aſſigned any mean» 3 
ing to any part of our Lord's Supper, upon | 
which they all (eſpecially of this Iſland) 
are not agreed, I can ſee little reafon why { | 
a good man, when he has not-acceſs to com - a 
municate- with thofe with whom he uſually: | 2 
aſſembles, may not partake of the Lord's = 
Supper with thoſe Proteſtants with whom he ; 
can, at that time, moſt eonveniently meet, 9 

5 . rather 
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rather than neglect an opportunity of © ſhew - 
ing forth the Lord's death till he come.“ 

Even though ſuch a perſon ſhould deelare, 
that he retains affection to the church and 
forms in which he has been educated, I can 
ſee no reaſon why any other ſociety of Pro- 
teſtants ſhould refuſe to receive him to par 
take with them of our Lord's Supper. 


1 4M fully perſuaded, if the diſputes which 
1 happened about ſmaller matters in reli - 
gion had been conducted with more of the 
ſpirit of the meek and lowly Jeſus, there might 
have been, at this day, more generous terms 
of communion'in the Chriſtian church. For, 

as holding relation to the head, all that love 
Chriſt in ſincerity have communion one with 


another, whether _ fit at the ſame table 


or not, 


How diſtreſsful is it to think, that this ſo- 
lemn ordinance, inſtituted by the Prince of 
Peace, in commemoration of the moſt ama- 
Zing inſtance of goodnels and benevolence 
ever heard of among the ſons of men, 
fhould have been perverted-to the purpoſes 
of ſtrife and animaũty, to widen the ſmaller 

a differences 


COMMUNICANT's ASSISTANT. 59 


differences in opinion among his followers, ra- 
ther than to unite their hearts in love ! Would 
it not have been far more conſiſtent with the 
$4 ſpirit of the goſpel, to have improyed this feaſt 
of love as a. means of enlarging our hearts 
8 with friendly and benevolent affections one 
to another, as we are all “ fellow - citiaens 


K « with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of 
« God?” as it is promiſed, in the days of 
the Meſſiah, that thoſe who had long lived 

- in animoſities like the children of Ifrael and 


Judah, ſhould forget their quarrels, and 

unite together in “ ſaying, Come, and let us 
zht « join ourſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual 
© covenant never to be forgotten “. w_— 


I am far from 1 . whatT have 
ſaid on this head, to caſt any unfriendly re- 
fection on the rules and good order of the 
Proteſtant churches. Great reſpect is due 
to theſe. things, when they are not inconſi- 
ſtent with the word of God, the rights of 
conſcience, or the peace of human ſociety. 
In experience, theſe rules and forms have 
deen the means of promoting religion. A. 


* Jer. I. 5. | 
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perſon who receives a miniſtry in the church 
comes under the moſt ſolemn obligations to 
obſerve atid maintain them. It can be no 
-farprize, if thoſe who, from education and 
' +Habit, have been accuſtomed to liſten tô one 
"fide, ſhonld be attached to the forms of one 
part of the - Chriſtian church more chan to 


Another. Men of eminent underſtanding 


have thought themſelves obliged-zealouſly to 
defend theſe things, as connected with civil 
and religious hberty ; and, while they mixed 
no bitterneſs or uncharitableneſs with ther 
defence, their conduct merited commend: 


Bor it is fit always to remember, that 
theſe things are matter of order, | neceffary 
and uſeſul; but not eſſential, or terms bf fal- 
vation: And confidering the ſpirit of the pre- 
ſent age, that infidelity and indifference to 
all religion are the great chreatening diſeaſes, 
the diſciples of Chriſt ſhould, in heart an 
affection, unte among themſelves, and be 
careful chat their divifions and animoſitie 
give no advantage to the common enemy to 
caſt reproach on them, or weaken the interel 
of the kingdom of God. This would be : 
- conduct 


* 
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conduct ſuitable to'the children of the ſame 
family, and ſervants of the fame Lord; pro- 
ving, that though there are diverſities of 
gifts, it is the ſame Spirit z differences of ad- 
miniſtrations, but the fame Lord; diverfities 
of operations, but it is the ſame God which 
worketh all in all. N. ee n groan 


Sven was the primitive and apoſtolical 
communion among the members of the body 
of Chriſt ; and what bleſſed effects did this 
produce? what a fpirit of univerſal benevo- 
tence did then prevail in the Churches ? They 
ſent, upon every occaſion, bounteous ſupply 
to their neceſſitous brethren at a diſtance, and 
affectionate, ardent, good wiſhes for each o- 
thers proſperity, in the. epiſtles to all the 
Churches. Although they might, in ſmaller 
matters, differ in opinion from one another; 
yet they maintained * the unity of the ſpirit 
« in the bond of peace.” For the multitude 
of them who truly believed, and obeyed the 
goſpel, « were of one heart, and one ſoul, 
neither {aid any of them, that ought of the 
things which he poſſeſſed, was his own; 
but they had all things common, and with 

F great 


— 


\ who differ from us, will be in danger of be- 
ing abuſed by the moſt uncharitable of them, 
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great power gare the Apoſtles witneſs, of 
5 the reſurrection of Jeſus; and great grace 


was upon them all “.“ By theſe means, in 


early days, the churches of Chriſt « were edi · 
« fied; and, walking in the fear of the 
4 Lord, and comfort of the Holy Gho, 


« were multiplied f. 8 


Wu bas been ſaid on the terms of com- 


munion, may be thought by ſome good men 
liable to one objeQtion, That ſuch generous 


or open ſentiments profeſſed toward thoſe 


to harden them in their cenſorious and un - 


chatitable diſpoſitions; like a conceſſion, that 


others judge them in the right, though they 
themſelves condemn every body that differs 


from them, as being in the —_— n in no 
= nnn. | 


Tuis is the improvement which the 
Church of Rome makes of the charity main - 
— towards them by Proteſtants. They 


Aan. 31, 3a, 33. 
2 ett an 31. 


| employ 


the 
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employ it as an argument to pervert unwary 
people to Popery, from this conſideration, 
that Proteſtants allow, that men may be ſa- 
ved in the communion of the church of 
Rome z but they deny, that we (Proteſtants) 
can be ſaved; and therefore alledge, that 
men are ſafer on the ſide where there is ſome 
charity for them, than on that ſide for which. 
there is none. The candid reply is, That 
charity itfelf, and the beſt things, may be 
perverted to a wrong purpoſe z even the doc- 
trine of the grace of God has been turned to 
laſciviouſneſs. But, if charity be a mark gi - 
ven by Chriſt himſelf, whereby all men 
ſhall know his diſciples “, any ſect void of it 
has little claim to the name of Chriſtian. 
The fate of the vainoſtentatious Phariſee, eom- 
pared to the humble Publican, ſhows us of 
what account men are in the figtit of God; who 
eſteem themſelves righteous, and C&fpiſe o- 
thers : they, and their ſervices, are an abo- 
mination before him. 


BrsIDEs this, the Supper of our Lord is 
his own table; he alone can eſtabliſh the 


John xiii. 35. 
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terms of adeiifion toit. No man, or r church 
or ſociety of men, by whatever name they 
may call themſelves, have any power to make 
any thing a term of admiſſion to the Lord's 
table, or a ground of excluſion from it, 
which Chriſt himſelf hath not authorized. 
Miniſters of the goſpel are only ſervants of 
Chriſt, and dare not ſhut the kingdom of 
God againſt any nan whom their great Lord 
and Maſter admits to it. What is here ſaid 
on the terms of communion, ſeems to have 
foundation in the. ordinance itſelf, as the 
communion of the body of Chrilt ; for in it 
we all partake of one. bread ; and is agreeable 
to that union, and thoſe relations, in which all 
the truediſciplesof Chriſt ſtand to one another, 
as members of the ſame body; and to Chriſt 
Jeſus the head, from whom the whole 
© body maketh increaſe to the edifying of it- 
4 ſelf in love. 
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. 


able us to . wor thily of #he Lord's 
W 6" 


FTER' we have ſeen ſome account of 
the nature and' defign 'of the Lord's 
dupper ;; the great and indiſpenũ ble obliga- 
tions which all Chriſtians are under to par- 
take of it; and have heard ſome ſort di an- 
ſwer made to thoſe diſſiculties and doubts 
with which either pious perſons diltrels 
themſelves in the proſpect of apptoaching it, 
or with which wicked and carelels men have 
endeavoured to lull their conſciences afloop, 
while they continued in the: habitual neglect 
of ſo plain and important a duty; it wWül 
now be eſteemed needful, that 1 proceed to 
ſnew what is required of us to enable us, in 
a worthy. manner, to partake of the Lord's 
Supper. The Apoltle' 8 advice, in this caſe, 
is,“ Let a man examine himſelf, and fo let 


him eat of that bread, and Arink of that 
4c cup 4 * 
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Tax moſt reſtrifted. and confined mean» 
ing of which words is, by ſome, taken to be,. 
That the Corinthians fhould examine them- 
felves,. and their conduct in partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, by the account which he: had 
Juſt now given of the original inſtitution of 
. it; and thereby. they would ſee how very 
i different their irreverent and indevout, their 
proud, intemperate, and uncharitable man- 
ner of celebrating it in Corinth, was from 
the primary intent, and native deſign of eat 
ing the Lord's Supper. N 


Bor, without any violence 40 to 54 
- wards, the holy. Apoſtie's exhortation may, 
very. juſtly, be underſtood as including much 
more than this: I hat to prevent coming un- 
worthily, every one ſhould examine himſelf, 
and rectify whatever, on, careful recollection, 
he may find amiſs, that ſo he might partake 
of the Lord's Supper with comfort. 


A very uſeful rule, in this caſe; would be, 
for every one. calmly to read over the ten 
commandments of God's law, and top at 


his own I how far he hath in 


* each of them, attentively to hear the voice of 


: 4 * thought, 
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thought, word _or Abba, obeyed that law.. 


This recollection, very probably, would ſhew 
him what things are wrong, that ought to be 
amended; what guilt; yet unrepented of, 
needs to be forgiven; and what remains of 
irregular affections and paſſions, that muſt be 
rectiſied and ſet right. This would contri 
bute much to make every man, in the light 
of the croſs. of Chriſt, accquainted with his. 
own ſore, and the:plague of his own heart, 
and be à mean of making bin anxious to 
have: them healed. 


Tux following queſtions ſeem to be very 
naturally included in our examining our- 


e enen | 


r. Ws ought to examine, Whether we 
really underſtand the nature and defign of the 
Lord's Supper ? which was inſtituted to per- 
petuate and keep up the remembrance of the 
death and ſufferings of Chriſt till he return 
to judgment. For, by the bread broken, is 
repreſented his body, that was mailed to th 
eroſs, was pierced and crucified ; and, by the 
vine in the cup, his blood, that was fled 
« for many, for the remiſſion of fins,” 


- 
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Tuts is indeed the primary intent and na- 
tive deſigu of the Lord's Supper. It is 2 
commemoration of a facrifice 5 not à Proper 
facrifice, in any other ſenſe, than prayers or 
Praiſes are called fpiritual ſacrifices. It wa 
anſtituted to perpetuate to all generations the 
memory of ſo important and intereſting an e- 
vent ag the death of Jeſus, ** the Son of God, 
* made a propitiation for the ſins of the whole 
& world,” and to preſerve-on the hearts of all 
his followers an affectionate and grateful re- 
membrance of his love, as a powerful motive 
to obedience, till he come again. 


_. THERE are, indeed, other ends which this 
ordinance may promote. — It affords us at 
opportunity of renewing and ratifying our 
acceptance of the covenant of mercy; when 
we commemorate that blood by which the 
gracious terms of it were firſt ſealed. —lt is: 
means of maintaining communion and feb 
lowſhjp among all the followers of Chriſt, 2 

eing members of that one body of which be 
is the head; 60 for there is one body, as there 
© is but one bread, whereof all are party 
e kers +.” —By it, alſo, we are made- ſharen 


Cor. x. 17. 
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of the bleſſings of Chriſt's purchaſe : Yet, 
commemoration, doing this in remembrance 
of Chriſt, is the original and N _ 
of the Lord's Supper. 


THrts part of felf-examinatiorr is aper | 
fibly neceffary to enable us to communicate 
worthily. No man, with any propriety, can 
diſcharge a duty which he does not under- 
ſtand. No fervant can ſuitably perform a- 
work to his maſter of which he is entirely ig- 
norant. Neither can any man worthily par- 
take of the Lord's Supper who is unacquaint- 
ed with the nature and defign of it. The A- 
poſtle, therefore, ſays, the reaſon of their eat- 
ing and drinking unworthily, was their not 
diſcerning the Lord's bod) 11 65554 


* 


2. WHETHER we have a right or title to. 
come to the Lord's table? A right may eĩ- 
ther be conſidered as external, founded on a 
judgment of charity, in the Gght of men; or 
nternal, in the approbation of our own hearts, 

in the ſight of God. 


© x Cor. A. 29- 
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A Man who was baptized in the faith of 


the goſpel, has all his life adhered to this good 


confeſſion, and profeſſed ſubjection to the laws 
of Chriſt, hath, in the judgment of Chriſtian 
charity, full claim to be admitted as a diſciple 
of Chriſt, to partake of the Lord's Supper. 
Whereas a perſon who makes no profeſſion of 
his belief in Chriſt, has no relation to him; tho 
he may have been baptized in his name, yet, if 
he has lived any conſiderable time in the open 
contempt of bis laws, by works he has deni. 
ed him; and, therefore, without repentance, 
and amendment of life, forfeits his title to be 
admitted to the Lord's table, or to the king · 
dom of God. 


Parks is alſo an internal right, or claim 
of admiſſion to the Lord's Supper, eſtabliſhed 
by the teſtimony of a man's own conſeience, 
in the fight of God. For, he who really be- 
lieves the goſpel has the witneſs in himſelf; 
that is, has a proof of the power of religion 
on his own heart, ſubduing the power of (in, 

"raiſing him above the world, and bringing 
him daily to a greater conformity to the image 
of Chriſt. By this real change, which is not 
inſtantaneous, and 1s not equally clear to all 

men, 


> A K =, 


— 
cb 


oo TH 5 5 E: K . 


ed 

ce, 

bes 

If; 
jon 
ling 
ing 
age 
not 
) all 


COMMUNICANT's ASSISTANT. 7» 


men, but is gradually promoted in our ſouls, 
« we are ſealed by the Holy Spirit to the day * 
« of redemption,” Where this work is in 
any good meaſure begun, i it “ witnefſeth with 
our ſpirirs, that we are the ſons of God.” 


Every one then, who approaches to the 
Lord's table, ſhould aſk himſelf, Have I, in 
the fight of my brethren, a right to be ad- 
mitted: to the Lord's table ? or, Has my con- 
verſation before men been ſuch, as would 
juſtly give offence, if I came to it? And 
when Chriſt aſks me, in the proſpect of the 
performance of this duty, as he did his Apoſtle 
of old, “ Simon, ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou 
«me *? am Table to anſwer, looking into 
my own heart, and appealing to his om- 
niſcient eye, © Lord, thou knoweſt all 
things; thou knoweſt that I love thee,” 
and wiſh to approve my ſelf to thee. The 
inward calm approbation of a man's own; 
heart, will ſhow- this right in the moſt com- 
fortable view. If our hearts, in this caſe, 
approve of us, we ſhall have confidence to- 
ward God, and be able to lift up our faces 
before him. 

John xxi. 17. 

3. Wnar 
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3. WHAT motives induce us to ** of 


we Lord's ſupper ? In all moral duties, and 


acts of religious worſhip, fomething mote is 
required to render them acceptable in the 


fight: of God, than the mere performance 


of the external action. The Phariſees pray- 
ed, and made great noiſe about, the outward 
Parts of religion; but all this was done from 
vanity, to be ſeen of men : from men verily, 
when they were ſeen of them, they had all 
their reward. Such ſervices could not be 
ee in the Aght of God. | 


Go ſceth not as man ſeeth ; he judgeth 
righteous judgment, and regardeth the heart. 
In order, therefore, to approach worthily to 
the Lord's table, it is very neceſſary to 
examine the motives that induce us to come 


to it :—Whether from a ſenſe of that love 
and duty, which we owe to God, and as an 


evidence of that regard and gratitude due to 


_ Chriſt the Son of God, that we may contri- 


bute what is in ous poyer to preſerve the 
memory of his love to generations yet to 


come That we ourſelves may be the more 


eſtabliſhed in the faith of Chriſt; our hearts 
and 


4 +> * T7. 4 
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and lives daily brought into a greater con- 
formity unto his death. — That bebolding 
ourſelves in the view of his croſs, we may 
be filled with contrition, and ſorrow for 
paſt ſins: when we look on him, whom they 
have pierced, we may renew our covenant 
engagments to forſake them, and live more 
anſwerably to his death.—Finally, that com- 
memorating the death of Chriſt, as the alone 
propitiation for fin, and pleading forgiveneſs 
from God on account of it, we may have 
ground to hope, that paſt tranſgreſſions ſhall 
be pardoned, and we be waſhed from them, 
in the fountain that is opened to the houſe 
of David, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 


for fin and. for uncleanneſs. 


Our comfort and acceptance with God 


very much depend on the {incerity of the 


motives that bring us to this ordinance. 


For, if a man who does not really believe 


the goſpel, or who is living impenitent in 


ſin, and has no reſolution to forſake it, ſhould 


come to the Lord's table, to ſerve ſome 
worldly purpoſe, to obtain ſome reputation 
for religion, or becauſe it is the cuſtom of 
the place where he lives, perhaps. to attach 

8 himſelf 
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ments, approach to the boly table of the 
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himſelf to ſome ſeCt of Chriſtians, and gain 
the protection of his party.; ſuch a perſon 
could not expect acceptance with God, as he 
wants the wedding garment of fincerity and 
truth. du en! 


Ir we heard a man pray with appearance 
of great fervency and devotion, or heard 
him profeſs great-zeal for religion and bis 
party, whom we knew to be diſhoneſt and 
covetous, intemperate and cruel, we could 
not but deſpiſe ſuch a man, and his conduck: 
Or, if a perſon ſhould profeſs great friendſhip 
for us, who, we were certain, was in ſecret 
our enemy, it would fill us with indignation, 
inſtead of eſteem : When, therefore, we raiſe 
our thoughts to God, who ſeeth all things, 
and from whom the ſecret purpoſes of \ 
heart cannot be concealed, we muſt certainly 

perſuaded, that when he ſceth men), who 
live in the habitual neglect of his command- 


Lord, from low and baſe motives, with no 
defire at all to approve themſelves to him, 
their offerings muſt be an ahomination 
A his ſight. How happy on ſuch an occa- 
ton, if a perſon can ſay, with the devout 


Pſalmiſt, 
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Pſalmiſt, „ Examine me, O Lord, and 


„prove me; try my reins and my heart; for 


« thy loving kindneſs is before mine eyes: I 
6 have walked in Gy truth. “.“ 


4. War ſort of preparation do we make 
to enable us to partake worthily of the Lord's 
Supper ? | 


Ir God be the Sovereign Lord, and great 
Majeſty of heaven and earth, we ought, at 
all times, to approach him with reverence, 
The more ſolemn the acts of worthip ini 


which we are to be employed, the more at- 


tention and ſerious preparation of mind is 
needful, to enable us to perform them in an 
acceptable manner. If a perſon was to come 
into the preſence of his ſuperior, or oß his 


Prince, upon ſome matter of great impor- 
tance, in order to - behave as he ought, he 


would endeavour to call in all that attention 


and preſence of mind of which he was ca- 


pable. 


WHEN, therefore, we are to come into the 
preſence of God, and, at his holy table, to 


C Pſal. xxvi. 2. 3. 
7 commemorate 


3 N 
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commemorate the moſt amazing inſtance of 


divine goodneſs ever ſhown to the ſons of 
'men, of which alſo we ourſelves profeſs to 
be partakers; when we are (if I may ſo 
expreſs it) perſonally to covenant and tranſ- 
act with God, on matters of no leſs import- 
ance than the eternal ſalvation of our ſouls, 
it well becometh us attentively to conſider 


how. ve are Prepared for _ an approach. 


No body can ame what preciſe time 
is neceſſary to prepare every man for the 


Lord's Supper: That muſt, in a great mea- 


ſure, depend on a perſon's ſituation in the 


world (as I formerly obſerved*®). A man, 


who is juſt turning from the ways of fin, has 
to examine bimſelf, and repent of the whole 
courſe of his paſt life. Young people, when 
they firſt approach the Lord's table, totaketheir 
baptiſmal vows on themſelves, and ratify, by 
the conſent of their own hearts, what their pa- 
rents early did for them, have more to do, in 
this view, than thoſe who are holding on in 
the ways of God, and have formerly “ taſted 
&« of the heavenly gift,” 


* Page 44. 45. 
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A coop life, or a conſtant endeavour to 
live anſwerably to the death of Chriſt, is the 
beſt (and has been uſually called habitual) 
preparation'for the Lord's Supper. But, in _ 
this light alfo, every one has ſomething that 
needs to be ſet right, ſomething wrong that 
ought: to be amended, or wanting that needs 
to be ſupplied ; and, therefore, ſome time, in 
reaſon, ſhould be ſet apart for ſerious recol- 
lection” 


„ CHRIST gave himſelf for us, to redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify to himſelf a 
“ peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
The firft part of preparation, then, is to con- 
ſider, how conſiſtent we have lived with the 
ends of Chriſt's death; what fins need to be 
repented of; what, remains of guilt to be par- 
doned, or irregular paſſions to be ſubdued. 
Thus it is needful to think on our r former 
ways. - 


Br the death of Chriſt alſo, the covenant 
of-grace and mercy, thro' which we hope to be 
ſaved, was at firſt ratified : By our coming to 
the Lord's table, we profeſs to adhere to this 
covenants and, on the terms thereof, plead ac- 

* G 3 ceptance 
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eeptance with God. Very proper, therefore, it 


is, that we conſider how far we have fulfilled, 
or come ſhort, of the terms of this covenant. 
The commemoration of the death of Chriſt 
affords an opportunity of renewing theſe en- 
gagements, and of bringing ourſelves under 
new and ſtricter obligations to perform them. 


Ix the death of Chriſt, we ſee a diſplay of 
the divine goodneſs, into which the angels 
themſelves, with earneſtneſs and wonder, de- 
fire to look; the Son of God leaving all that 
glory which he poſſeſſed in heaven, and coming 
to earth, and, after a life of ſorrows, and 
well acquainted with grief, ſubmitting to an 
ignominious and painful death, to ſave us 
from eternal miſery. Juſtly therefore ought we 
to ſtir up our ſouls, and all that is within us, 
gratefully to remember this unſpeakable gift. 
An ingenuous perſon would be aſhamed to 
commemorate 4 great obligation with indiffe · 
rence. When David the king called to remem- 
brance the mercies of God to himſelf and his 
houſe, his heart was ſo full of gratitude, that 
words could not expreſs all that he felt; fo 
that he was obliged to vent himſelf in bro- 
ken ſpeeches, ſaying, * Who am I, O Loa 

wy . e 
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« God? and what is my houſe, that thou 
« haſt brought me hitherto? And this was 
« yet a ſmall thing in thy Gght, O Lord 
God; but thou haſt ſpoken alſo of thy ſer- 
«.cant's bole for. great while to come; 
„and is this the manner of men, O Lord 
God? And thoy, Lord, knoweſt thy ſer- 
« yant,, and what can thy ſervant ſay more 
« unto thee ® ?” At other times, © Be ſtirred 
« up, O my ſoul, and all that is within me, to 
« bleſs God. —Awake, O pſaltery and harp, 
« to praiſe him; myſelf I will awake early 

% What ſhall I render. to the Lord for all his 
© benefits towards me?? 


5. How doI 3 to behave after the 
Lord's Supper ? This queſtion is of great im- 
portance z for many imagine, that all that is 
intended by this religious ſervice is over 
when they depart from the Lord's table: for» 
getting, that there they come under new en- 
gagements; afterward they muſt fulfil them: 
there they put on good reſolutions ; in time 
to come, they moſt reduce them to. prac- 
tice, by 
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Ix whatever other light we view the Lord! 
Supper, if we fail of this purpoſe,” we come 
fhort of the great end of it. For the pret 
deſign of Chriſt's death and reſurrection (x 
the Apoſtle aſſures us) was, that he might 
be the Lord of the dead and of the living; 
i. e. that they which live, ſhould not hence. 
forth live unto themſelves, but unto him 
that died for them, and roſe again. One prin. 
; cipal deſign, therefore, of our Lord's Supper 
is, that the ſteady belief and affectionate re: 
membrance of the death of Chriſt, impreſſed 
on our minds, might be a conſtant and power- 
ful motive to love and obey him, who lovel 
us, and gave himſelf to death for us. 
WIA will it avail us to have pretended, 
before our eoming to the Lord's table, that 
we were ſorrowful and deeply humbled for 
our fins, if aſterward we return to the prac- 
tice of them? The fate of the man, who af- 
ter ſome partial reformation, or ſome ſtated 
feaſon of devotion, returns to his former ſins, 
is, the latter end of that man is worſe than 
the beginning. We can only prove our pro- 
felons of love to- Chriſt to be ſincere, and 
As & ut ae 
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ourſelves to be his friends, by doing thoſe 
things which he hath commanded us. 


To partake of the Lord's Supper' is not on- 
ly a duty, but alſo a mean of grace, and of 
promoting holineſs in our hearts and lives: 
Since we profeſs, by coming there, to be not 
our own, but bought with a price, it is de- 
ſigned to.excite us to glorify God in our bo- 
dies and ſpirits, which are God's. A perſon, 
then, who comes to the Lord's table with no 
ſerious purpoſe henceforth to walk circum- 
ſpectly, or who departs from it with no en- 


deavour to put this reſolution in practice, is 
little better than he who ſtays away: he is like 


the ground, that, being often watered, bring- 


eth forth nothing but briars and Ae nn 
end is to be durned. 


Tnxsx queſtions, I hope, ſeriouſly propoſed 
by every perſon who comes to the Lord's 
table, and anſwered by his own heart, might 
greatly contribute to enable us to profit by 
the ſacrament of the Supper. I might have 
added ſome other uſeful queſtions, that might 
be aſked, with great advantage, in this view. 
ouch as, 
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 WHarT benefit have we reaped from the 
former occaſions on which we partook of the WW; 
Lord's Supper ? What fruit bave we d G 


forth here:: . 


How conſiſtently, have we lived with the 
reſolutions which we put on at the Lord's 
table, of behaving ourſelves as became the .. 
diſciples of Chriſt ? Or, What bath been the Wh. 
cauſe why we have not made improvement 

proportional to what might have been Wen 
ed from 152 


I what condition am I now to partake o 
this ordinance, compared to what I have for- 
merly been ? Ihe Lord puts his people in re- 
membrance of what they, once were, in ordet 
to excite them to diligence and watchfulneſ, 
« I remember thee, the love of thine eſpou - 
“ ſals, and the kindneſs of thy youth, when. 
cc thou wenteſt after me in the wilderneſs MM. o 
« Iſrael was holineſs to the Lord, and the * 
« firſt fruits of his increaſe *,” Our Lot, 
alſo complains of the church, that ſhe bad F 
eo beets.” ow 


A 
ou] 


© Jer. Gn + Rev, 1. 4. 
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We ſhould, therefore, aſk ourſelves, Do 1 
ed more carefully diſchatge the duties which 
ed requiterh' of met and have I more de- 
light in the performance of them than for- 
merly ? 5 


Do I make atk reties f my relative du- 
ies in the ſtations and offices in which God 
uh placed me? ao do I perform them as 
rom the heart 66 

AMT «ble more ſucceſsfuly to overcome 
he temptations of this world? to ſubdue 
ide, malice, or reſentment ? Can I, from the 
cart, forgive an injury done to myſelf? and, 
te: re 1 more pleaſure now in doing good 
der ſlices to others? 


els, 

Wh Have I any quarrel with any man? Is it 
den Not my duty, in, the ſight of God and of his 
by ple, to forgive him, ere I adventure to 
the 


me and offer my gift on his altar? Or, 
we done injury to any perſon, of whom, 
i the ſame ſpirit, I ought to alk forgiveneſs ? 


As we are all liable to felf- deceit, it 


ould be a good rule to begin this dyty of . 
ſelf- 
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40 and ſee if there be any wicked in me, 


And, if it were gone about with care and 2. 


4 can underſtand his errors? cleanſe tho 


make diligent s we will ſee wl 


ſelſ- examination with the prayer” of the holy 
Pſalmiſt: * Search me, O God, and fam. 
my heart : try me, and know my thoughts: 


&« and lead me in the way everlaſting “ 


tention, it, would make ſuch diſcoveries d 
many infirmities, and tranſgreſſions in th 
ſight of God, as to induce us to conclude, i 


the words of the ſame devout perſon, ( Wh 


% me from ſecret faults : keep back thy { 
t yant alſo from preſumptuous fins +.” 


| Tuts necelfary duty of ſelf-examinati 
ſhould by no means be ſo underſtood, : 
reſtricted to the Lord's Supper, and nt 
ver practiced but with a view to that inſt 
tution. For no office of religion is mor 
really beneficial, or better calculated to pr 
mote our progreſs in the Chriſtian liſe. Ti 
frequent exerciſe of this duty would produ 
very falutary and comfortable effects on thal 
who are employed in it. For, when we tt 


Palm cxxxix. 23. 24. + Pam a. 12. 13- 
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things are amiſs in us that need to be amend- 

ed: When we commune with our own hearts, 
we will find out what is our infirmity ; and 
to be thoroughly acquainted with the diſeaſe, - 
goes a great way to lead us to the cure. On 
inquiry alſo, the anſwer of a good conſcience 
towards God will afford us ſalid 1 of 
continual Neg: 


CHAP. W 1:44 


of the Diſpoſitions ann we ought 0 
partake of the Lord's Supper. 


Proceed now to conſider with what affec- 
tions or diſpofitions we ought to approach 
the Lord's ſupper, if we would wiſh worthi - 
ly to partake of it. Upon theſe, our own 
comfort, and the bleſſng of God alſo very 
much depend: for neither can the elements 
of bread and wine of themſelves confer grace, 
nor the hand or intention of the prieſt or mi- 
niſter ſanctify the office. When the ſinner 
is going on in his treſpaſſes, as he regards 
iniqobty in his heart, he can hope ſor no ac- 
e e ee bo eee 
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him. 


Py 4 


us rubre was the reſtricted mean- 
ing of the Corinthians eating and drink- 
ing unworthily, it would be unreaſonable 
to conclude, that in no other ſenſe could 
fn Chriſtians now be faid to eat and drink 
unworthily. They very probably ate and 
drunk with intemperance, pride, and uncha- 
ritableneſs : While one was hungry, another 
was drunken, and treated their poor brethren” 
with contempt, who had no ſuppers of their 
own, nor houſes where they BK © Eat at 


home. 


Bor 1 we ade the word 1 
the proper ſeuſe, that js /uitably; as the perſan 
to be remembered is poſſeſſed of ſo much dig- 

nity and excellence, and the bleſſings which 
we have received from him very precious, to 
commemorate him worthily, or ſuitably,tothe 
end of this inſtitution, muſt include affections. 

Thus worthily to commemorate an act of 
- friendſhip, or generoſity, or benevolence, im- 
plies our having an eſteem of the perſon, and 


a a thankful ents of the obligation which he 
- 88 hid 
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laid on us. To remember fuitably a parent 
or friend deeeaſed or abſent, always means 
our having that affectionate ſenſe of duty and 
of friendſhip, that is worthy of ſuch a cha · 
rater, and of the obligations which we have 
received from him. For the ſame reaſon, to 

partake as we ought of our Lord's ſupper, 
implies the following ſentiments, p 


2 


x, Tur we parrake of it with faith; which 
reſpects not only our belief of the truth of 
this great event, the death of Jeſus the Son 
of God; but alſo the end of his death, and 
our making application to it. 


A perſon who comes to the Lord's table 
ought, in reaſon, to be as firmly perſuaded of 
the truth of the death of Chriſt, as the be- 
loved diſciple was when he ſtood by the croſs 
and faw him crucified, and his fide pierced. 
with a ſpear; or as the Apoſtle Thomas was, 
when, with his fingers, he felt in Chriſt's 
hands and his feet the print of the nails 
wherewith he had been faſtened to the croſs, 
| and thruſt his hand into the wounds made in | 
| his fide by the ſpear. 

| H 2 WE 
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Ws muſt in like manner believe the end 
of Chriſt's death; not only that he died as 
our Maſter, to witneſs a good confeſſion, and 
ratify his doctrine, and as a King to Jay a 
foundation for his kingdom in his ſufferings; 
but alſo, that he laid down his life as the pro- 
pitiation for our ſins, and is employed in hea- 
ven in making interceſſion for us. For, it is 
certain, the whole ſtrain of the New Teſta · 


ment conſiders the death of Chriſt as a pro- 


per ſacrifice for fin; that is, makes mention 
of his ſufferings as a conſideration for which 
the wiſdom and juſtice of God have thought 
fit to grant forgiveneſs to the penitent. John 
Baptiſt laid down his life, or, in a very emi- 
nent manner, ſuifered in ſupport of his doc- 
trine; as did the holy, martyr Stephen, and 
the apoſtle James, the brother of John, alſo 
ſuffer in confirmation of thofe truths and 
that doctrine which they preached z and yet 
no writer of the New Teſtament ever cal- 
led, the death of any of theſe eminent and 
worthy perſons a ſacrifice or propitiation for 
* x 


Tus particular employment of faith, at 
the 


faith in the death of Chriſt, | with holy con- 
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the Lord's table, is, with the conſent of the 
heart, thankfully to accept and ratify, on our 
part, the terms of. mercy publiſhed through 
the death of Chriſt; and there to make ap- 
plication to God for the pardon of fin, for 
the ſake of the death which we then com- 
memorate. For * the blood of Jeſus cleanſeth 
« us from all fin. Jefus Chriſt le the ſame ye- 
« ſterday, to-day, and for ever ;” as mighty to 
fave us now, as if we had 124. applicati - 
on to him while bleeding on the croſs. He 
« is able to fave to the very uttermoſt, all 
« that come to God through him, ſeeing he 
« ever liveth to make interceſſion for them.“ 


Wren devout perſons do thus, with 


trition and ſorrow for ſin, and fincere purpo- 
ſes of amendment, make application at the 
Lord's table for the ſorgiveneſs of paſt tranſ. 
greſſions, they have great reaſon to hope that 
they ſhall obtain it. 


2: WER ought to partake of the Lord's 
Supper with love and thankſgiving, for the 
great bleſſings- brought to us by the death of 


Chriſt, | 
H 3 GrEAT 
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Garar bleſſings require ſuitable,returas 


and expreſſions of gratitude, The Jews, | 


when they celebrated the paſſover, were wont 
to ſing a bymn of praiſe, called by them the 
Great Hallel, or Hallelujah, in thankſgiving 
to God, who had in ſo remarkable a manner 
delivered their forefathers from. the devour- 
ing angel, and from the flavery and oppreſſi- 
on of Egypt. With much juſter reaſon 
ought the diſciples of Chriſt to commemorate 
with praiſe and thankſgiving, the great ſalva- 

tion which he hath brought us by his death, 
from more terrible evils, of which the deli 
verance out of Egypt was but a faint em- 
blem. For, by the facrifice of Chriſt, the 


penitent is delivered from the guilt and do- 


minion of ſin, from the fear of death, and 
the power of Satan, as well as from the 
dread of eternal miſery ; enemies far more 
dreadful than the Egyptian taſł · maſters, or 
| Pharaoh and all his hoſt. On this account, 
the Lord's Supper, in ancient times, was 
called the Euchar 45 or the feaſt of thankſ- 


giving. du "I 


PROPER, therefore, it ſurely is, on ſuch 
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an occaGon, that our hearts be filled: wich 
e and our malie with N ot i 


wt 


To God the "Om Ge as original Judge; 
and Sovereign of the World, did, of his owtr 
goodneſs, remit the puniſhment which the - 
might juſtly have executed on us ſinners ; 
and in mercy, ſent his Son to be the propitia- 


tion for our 7 me 


To the Som alſo 5 we to aſcribe 
thankſgiving and praiſe, even as we honour 
| the Father; that he ſo cheerfully undertook 
the important work of our ſalvation, and be+' 
haved with ſo much affection and conſtancy 
in it; bore ſo much contradiction ef ſinners 
l againſt himſelf, yet neither failed, nor was 
, diſcouraged, till the great end of his oy 
e 
c 


was accompliſhed. 
, Ir temporal favours, whoſe nature is pe- 
ning and unſatisfactory, claim returns of 


duty and gratitude, how much ſtronger a 
s {Wicrile of love and praiſe ought to poſſeſs our 

hearts at the remembrance of the unſpeakable 
h Writ of God? On ſuch occaſions it well bo- 


n WMeometh us to beſtir every tender, every de- 
vout 


* — —ů Pr 


* 


_ nner . ͤ ͤ rr 2 


% F hat 


— — 2 K 
— — 


1 


. — opt nor aig, 2 Ah 142 


: cc crowneth thee: with ts" TA and 
T tenen mercies.“ 8 N 
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© tance, but that which iſſues in change of life 
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vout and grateful affe ction of our ſouls, ſay- 


ing, in the language of the pſalmiſt, Blek 


« 008 Lord, O my foul, and all that is with- 


© in me, bleſs his holy name, and forget not 
10 all his benefits; who forgiveth all thine ini - 
ec quities, who healeth all thy diſeaſes, who 


z. Son ROow for paſt Gas, and fincere 

purpaſe of -amendment. - Repentance is 
an indiſpenſible condition of our forgive- 
neſs. It conſiſts in. genuine confeſſion 
of our ſins, in contrition and ſorrow for 
them, and purpoſes, by the grace of God, 
wherein we have done iniquity, that we will 
do no more. Yet, according to the terms of 
the goſpel; nothing is eſteemed true repen- 


and converſation. The beſt proof to our own 
hearts that our profeſſion of repentance is 
ſincere, will be our afterwards bringing forth 
the fruit of righteouſneſs. 


| Wi commemorate the death of Chriſt 
as the only ground of our hope of that 


fo. giveneſs which is 3 to the pe- 
nitent, 
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nitent. And, | when we compare our - 
ſelves with his death, and remember what 
ſtrict obligations it layeth on us to. depart 
from iniqquity 3 and, at the . ſame time, 
confider how far we have come ſhort. of 
that Juſtice, goodneſs, or purity which the 
law of God requires, and to which we are 
bound as the diſciples of Jeſus : This will 
ſhew us.with how good reaſon ſorrow ought 
to fill our n en ill bb pes 
love. 

In this KS i well AEM ns to take 
up the words of the penitent prodigal, I 
vill ariſe and go to my father, and fay unto 
« him, Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, 
and in thy ſight, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy ſon; and to acknowledge, 
that if God ſhould ſtrictly ** mark iniquity,” 
or plead againſt us the breaches of our cove- 
nant, we, on our part, have forfeited all the 
bleſſings of it. As the review of our paſt 
lives ought juſtly to fill us with ſorrow and 
dread of puniſhment on account of our fins, 
it well becomes us to depreeate the wrath af 
God, and implore forgiveneſs of our tranſgreſ- 

ions, 
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ſions, and, in Gght of the croſs of Chriſt, to re- 
ne our engagements to watch againſt ſin 
more carefully, and to walk before him in 


__ & holineſs and rightcouſneſs, all W of 
« our life.“ 


— 8 2 — 
— — — —_— ->— 


— 


| Tus icular teſt of the 4 of thoſe 
reſolutions will be our vowing and ſtriving 
againſt" “the ſin that doth moſt eafily beſet 
4. ue, This is indeed purging. out the 
« old leaven, that we may keep the feaſt, 
with the unleavened bread of Or ond 


46 truth.“ 
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4. Tux Lord's 8 to v8 ce- 
Iebrated with love and charity, maintain: 
ing communion with all, who, in every 
Place, I ao arm Fae rae of the Lord Jeſus, 


TH1s'is too n miſunderſtood : For, 
many look on communicating as a mark of 
their party, not as an evidence of their be- 
ing Chriſtians; and, whenever any ſmall dif- 
ference in opinion ariſes, all angry weak 
men are earneſt to add excluſive articles of 
faith, and ſtraiten the terms of communion, 
fo as to ſeclude from the fellowſhip of the 
ſaints 
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fints others, who really believe in Chriſt, * 
„nd are, in the general courſe: of. their lives, 
n ſcrious and unblameable. This is, indeed; : 
ſhutting up the kingdom of heaven againſt 


Yer nothing is more inculcated by our = 
joly religion than this charity, which is he 


5 WM badge of Chriſt's diſciples. Therein we are 
caught, that Chriſt is the propitiation for our 
ic ins, not for ours only, but for thoſe alſo of the 
, whole world: that he is to redeem to him - 


ſelf a glorious church out of every kindred, 
tongue, people, and nation: that all, who 

in every place call on the name of the Lord 
kſus, and hold communion with him as the 
head, are members of that church, which 

is his body; and, as redeemed. by the ſame 
precious blood, partakers of the ſame grace, 
ſanctified by the ſame Holy Spirit, and heirs 
of the ſame eternal inheritance, all the real 
members of that church, have communion 
one with another. 


CnAIsTI4 s therefore, when they 
commemorate. the death of Chriſt, the 
dead, _ to do it, profeſſing love and 
charity 


5 s TIE Drvour 


Phis is maintaining the unity of the 
«fpirit in the bond of peace; as there is one 
* body and une ſpirit ; one Lord, one faith, 


We being many, are one body, and one 


bag riih 


e conciled to thy brother, and then co 


| Handed. cor: ali tae anbau of. he, bod 


« one baptiſm, one God, and Father of all, 
« who is through all, above all, and in us all. 


Thus the apoſtle exprefies this communion: 


«* bread, for we are all gur * that one 


In. A Gelato manner ought every one, 
who approaches to the Lord's table, to doit 
in terms of forgiveneſs with all men, as the 
goſpel hath made our forgiveneſs of others 
neceſſary condition of our ' own acceptance 
with God. © If thou bring thy gift to th 
« altar, and remembereſt that thy broth 
« hath ought againſt thee, leave thy gil 
s before the altar, go thy way, firſt be 


'« and offer thy gift Bur if ye forgi 
« not men their treſpafſes, neither vi 
„your Father forgive your arc 


1 Cor. x. + "zh, Math. v. 23. "0 457 : 
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5. Wirz ſincetity. This the apoſtle calls 5 
CE a true heart,” and 1 
keeping the feaſt. with ene . 
« of ſnetrit d truths 11 12 


A perſon may be faid to be fncete, when 
his motives are ſingle, and his out ward con - 
duct, in word and action, agreeable to the 
ſenſe and perſuaſion, of his heart, This, in. { 
ſtead of being one virtue, or particular good 
diſpoſition, is rather what animates and in- 
fluences all the virtues of the Chriſtian life, 
and gives worth to every part of a good cha- 
tacter. Sincerity makes our profeſſions of 
friendſhip to be relied on by men, and 
renders our piety acceptable in the ſight 
of God. The want of it, or hypocriſy, infects 
the whole of a man's religious conduct, and 
renders it an abomination to him that ſeeth 
the heart. Thus the Phariſees made great 
noiſe about religion; but as their hearts 
were not right with God, while without 
they were as whited ſepulchres, within they 
were full of arne. 5 rottenneſs. 


THAT brcerity N we ought to ce- 
lehrate the Lord's ſupper implies, that our faith 
q 37 I in 
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in Chriſt be unfeigned, and our outward 
, profeſſion conſiſtent with the inward per- - 
"ſaafion of our minds: that our motives are 

' upright in partaking of it! That 16 to ſay, 

that we are perſuaded that the goſpel is the 
wiſdom of God, and the power of God un- 
to ſalvation ; that Chriſt crucified is the only 
propitiation for fin. We come-to his table, 
to make open profeſſion of this belief. We 
ſet to our ſeal to this, that God is true, and 
declare that we hope for ſalvation through 
him alone, whom God hath ſent. For as 
« with the heart man believeth unto righteouſ- 
« neſs,” ſo © with the mouth W is 


60 made unto falvation.“ | 


Ov motives, in fo doing, ought to be, that 
we may approve ourſelves unto God; expreſs 
our gratitude for his unſpeakable gift; mani- 
feſt our love to Chriſt, who loved us, and 
gave himſelf to the death for us; to contribute 
what we can, that the memory of his love 
may be preſerved in the world to generations 
yet to come, and a powerful and abiding 
ſenſe of it cultivated in our own hearts, 
that we may thereby be made more con- 


ſormable unto his death. 
' Our 
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Ovn love to God is ſincere, when our 
conſtant endeavour is to approve ourſelyes 


to him, and our defire AW 2. 
whatever would n *. 6 


our e or 1 for fir is fin- 
cere, when we purpoſe fervently to watch a- 
gainſt all temptations, with no ſecret' reſerve 
afterward to return to the commiſhon of any 
ſin. To ſuch perſons, ho, with theſe: difpo- 
ſitions, draw near to this ordinance, we may 
ſay, in the words of the Plalmiſt:“ He 
te that hath clean hands and a pure heart, 
« who bath not lift up his ſoul to vanity, nor 
« ſworn deceitfully, he ſhall receive the bleſ- 
« {ing from the Lord, and „ r from 
«the God of his falvation.%” | 


Ir will be proper to obſerve, ere we leave 
this part of the ſubject, that, when we ſpeak 
of diſpoſitions requiſite to communicate wor- 
thily, the meaning is not asif we could acquire 
them only for this end, to partake of the 
Lord's Supper; neither does it mean that e- 
very one can poſſeſs them in an equal de- 


. * Palm, e's 5. b 
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gree, or that no perſon ſhould come to the 
Lord's table whois convinced that he does not 
poſſeſs them all: but the meaning is, that 
theſe are the diſpoſitions and characters of 
good Chriſtians. Every one ought to endea- 
Your; to acquire them, and not neglect to 
partake of the ſacrament, becauſe he has not 
yet fully attained them; but ſhould de- 
voutly employ this ordinance as a mean to 
acquire andi perfect all thoſe; holy afſfections, 
that may render him worthy of commu- 
nion with God in this world, or meet for the 
enjoyment of him in heaven. | 


- He * "4 ls reliſh- the pleaſures of friend- 
ſhip who, in ſome degree, is poſſeſſed of ſen- 
timents and diſpoſitions of friendſhip g yet 
both ſentiments and diſpoſitions may be 
greatly cultivated and improved by mutual 
intercourſe of affection and good offices. In 
like manner, the pure and unmixed delight that 


5 accompanies a devout and religious life, is 


only found of them that take pleaſure there - 
in z but theſe joys may be greatly heighten- 
1 and our reliſh of them increaſed, by a 
diligent and careful uſe of the means of grace. 
1 * ſhall J praiſe chers. laid the Pſalm- 
| th 
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iſt, “ with uprightneſs of heart, when I have 
« learned thy judgments. oy 


ng ; C H | A P. VI. 


How we ought to behave ourſelves after the 


| Lord's Supper. 


"HE concluſion of this diſcourſe is in- 

tended as ſome exhortation, directing 

us how we ought: to behave after the per- 
formance of this religious duty. 


Ir is necellary to ſay ſomewhat on this 
part of the ſubject, for the ſake of ſome, who 
ſincerely wiſh to approve themſelves to God; 


yet, oft-times, after they have been at the 


Lord's table, are ready to diſtreſs themſelves 
with imaginary fears about the ſtate of their 
ſouls, and with doubts whether they have 
profited by that ſolemn ordinance. 


LE Tus hear then © what God the Lord will 
be ſpeak; for he will ſpeak peace to his people, 
* and to his ſaints, but let them not return 

; 13 « to 


ff + 


12 IHE DEVOUT nn 


cc to folly *. 1 According to the declarations 
of the eh « if e confeſs and forſake our 
& fins, God is faithful and juſt to forgive us 
& our fins, and to cleanſe us from all un- f 
6 righteouſneſs.” There is no politive pro- 
miſe, that every time that a perſon partakes 
of the Lord's s Supper, his ſins, ſhall be for- 
given; yet, ſrom the tenor of the covenant 
of mercy, a devout Chriſtian, who has hum - 
bly confeſſed, and fincerely forſaken his paſt 
tranſgreſſions, and, at the table of the Lord, 
earneſtly implored the forgiveneſs of them, 
for the ſake of that death which he there 
' - commemorates, has good reaſon to hope, that, 
if he return not to the love and commiſſion 
of ſins thus repentec of, they ſhall never riſe 
in judgment againſt him: Yet this comfort- 
able hope minifters no ſort of encouragement 
to the man chat Boes on in his treſpalles.” 


a oo on 


ip model timorous perſons : are ready ve 
to diftrefs themſelves with fears leſt they is 
have offended God, by their apptoach to his lat 


holy table; and are apt to conclude they an 
have not enjoyed communion with him, be- re] 
cauſe they were. not able to come e with all th; 
"> PAL laxzr, &. "AM, 
that 
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that ſerrency of love, or melting of affec- 
tions, of which they have read, or witk 


which they themſelves have eie * 
favoured. y 


„ 4. inet 5 J +3 $6.66 
Sue perfons ought carefully to conſider, 
that we may enjoy real communion. with 


God, though it is not ſenſible. The power 


of God ; really. ſupports us every moment, 
though we are not ſenſible of it. Almighty 
God hath thought fit, in great condeſcenſion 
to our weakneſs, to maintain communion 


wich us: in the aſe of means. We carry on 


correſpondence with our abſent friends, when 
we ſee them not, by meſſages or letters, or 


exchange: of kind offices, and expreſſions of 


affection and regard to them: Even ſo, by 
reading and hearing the word of God, by 
the uſe of the holy ſacraments, by meditation 
and prayer, we preſerve intercourſe or con- 
verſation with heaven; and that communion 
is real when, theſe, means are bleſſed to en- 
large out xnowledge, eſtabliſn our faith, or 

amend our lives. Theſe improvements in 
religion are gradual, but ve cannot en 


oa popes ber 
Oun 


*. 
— 


— — 


gun hn * 


O's. 


cm 
— 


1 
9 - 
— ww, 
| 1 
” G 


ge” 


x04 THE DEVOUT 


On natural food is really bleſſed to us, 
when it ſtrengthens our bodies for the ordi 
' nary functions of life, though we cannot pre- 
tend ſenſibly to diſtinguiſh what particular 
parts were moſt ſubſervient to that purpoſe, 
Thus ought we alſo to judge of our religious 
improvement by partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
per. Our ſpiritual food is bleſſed to us, 
when we are thereby ſtrengthened in the 
Chriſtian life ; that is to ſay, are more con- 
firmed in the faith, enabled more to love God, 
have more pleaſure in doing good, live aboye 
the temptations of this world, and, from the 
heart,'can more cheerfully forgive an injury, 
though we ate not favoured with thoſe warm 
affections and fervent deſires, which are no 
where promiſed to attend this ordinance at 
all times, and which the beſt of men n oftenet 
with for than enjoy. 


So that we may ſafely ue if our 

, motives were ſincere in coming to the Lord's 
table, we have been accepted of God; and 

the moſt ſolid proof to ourſelves of our ha- 

ving reaped benefit from it, will be the good 

fruits which it ſhall after ward produce on our 

hearts and lives. This will be a ſource of 


joy 
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joy more laſting than that which flows from 


momentary warm emotions of the ſoul, on 
which many lay ſo great ſtreſs. 


W a not F N deper 4 fo much on 
reſolutions and profeſſions of 0 iendſhip from 
people who are: eaſily heated, and moved to 
warm expreſſions, as from thoſe who are calm 
and ſedate, whoſe purpoſes ſeem to proceed 
from principle and, eſtabliſhed affections, 
The former ſoon fly off; while the effects ab 
the latter, conſiſtently remain. Even fo it is 
in religion; for the natural diſpoſitions work 
the ſame way in n 


ieder e 

Tun conduct of two of the diſciples of 
Chriſt, compared together, will illuſtrate this 
matter. The holy apoſtle. Peter fat at the 
ſupper of our Lord on the firſt appointment 
of it, and made ,as warm profeſſions of love 
and zeal for his Maſter as words could poſſi- 
bly, expreſs. Though all men forlake thee, 
„vet will not I; yea, though I ſhould die 
wich thee, yet will I not forſake thee—T 
« am. ready. to go with thee both to priſon 
« and to death.” Nicodemus was a diſciple 


of 8 but ſecretly, for fear of the Jews. 
b At 


x06 


At firſt he made no open eon. b but came 
to Jeſus by night. | | | 


8 
| Tur we find afterwards, that Niesen 1 
made a very rational and ſteady defence for IM ,, 
Chriſt, when he was accuſed by the rulers, or 


and faid, „ Doth our law judge (condenin) I mi 
« any man before it hear him, and know i q, 
« what he doth ?*®” And, when all the dif. WW... 
ciples had fled, and, alas! this zealous and IM... 
warm apoſtle Peter denied his Lord and ma- nu 
ſter with oaths; modeſt Nicodemus continu- My; 
ed ſtedfaft, attended the dead body of Jeſus, . f 
and brought ſpices and ointments to embalm N 
him for his N 7. 


5 


* tuch a timorous WY ith NETTED 
perſuaded that he had not been fo well pre- 
pared, or in ſuch good diſpoſition as he ought 
to have been, when he approached the Lord's 
table, the conſequence is not that, therefore, 
he ought to be diſcouraged from the ſervice 
of God, or from attending again on this 
duty. Tf we were not all imperfect, and had 
not things about us that needed to be amend: 


In W. 5r. 4 1 55 ä 
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ed, the helps of religion, and the means of | 


grace, would be unneceſſary; but the dif- 
ciples of Chriſt ſhould reaſon, in this caſe, 
28 an attentive ſcholar would do with reſpect 


to any leſſon preſcribed to him, or pattern 


of writing ſet him by his maſter. If his i- 


mitation or endeavours, at one time, came 
ſhort of what he wiſhed, he would attend, 
and ſtudy, on another occaſion, to come 
nearer to his maſter's directions. Thus alſo 


muſt we, by care and perſeverance in our 
duty, ſtrive to arrive at the meaſure of the 
« ſtature of the fulneſs of a perfect man in 
« Chriſt.” | 


LET us even carry 5 this ſuppoſition to > the 
greateſt height, that a perſon, going on in 
in, had raſbly approached to the Lord's table, 

zithout due conſideration of the importance 
f that duty, without contrition and ſorrow 
or paſt ſins, or careful reſolutions of amend- 


nent of life ; yet ſuch a perſon ought not to 
te driven to deſpair, as it is no where ſaid, * 


hat unworthy communicating is an unpar- 
lonable fin. He ought rather to be exhort- 


d ſpeedily to ariſe and renew himſelf by re- 


ntance, that the thoughts of his heart may 


forgiven him. When the. holy apoſtle 
Peter 


. * 3 fl 8 A 
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_ preſence of the bun ei at n 


Igion, and the uſe of the means of grace, we 


end of religion is to preſent us at laſt perfect 


| icribeg ＋ 


keep his commandments, and delight in tbe 
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Peter N early at Jeruſalem the guik 
of that people in having killed the holy One 
and the jut; and having deſireda murdetet 
to be gtanted "unto. them, he dict nbt bid 
them deſpair of mercy, but ſays, © I wot that 
&« through ignorance ye did it.” And he 
adds,.** Repent, therefore, and be converted, 
« that your ſins may be blotted out, when 
ei the times of refreſhing ſhall come from the 


325 IR „Tittendhnbe on the — 64 re- 


ought always to refer them to the great end 
for which they were appointed, and judge of 
our profiting by them according to the de- 
grees in which that is promoted. The great 


in Chriſt nn How j Is boy ere de- 


T HE prebept 10 our 2 oblige us 
by every tie, to love the Lord our Goch 
with all our heart, with all our ſoul, with 
all our ftrengh, and with all our mind. The 
beſt teſt of their love is, that it induce us to 


law of the Lord after the inward man. The 
wildo! 
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wiſdom that is from above, is pure, and 


. peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, 


full of mercy and good fruits, without par- 
tiality, and without hypocriſy. It induceth 
us to put on bowels of mercy, humbleneſs of 
mind, .meekneſs, long-ſuffering, forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another. 
It animates alſo by the moſt affectionate con- 
ſiderations to the practice of all the duties 
incumbent 'on us in the relative ſtations in 
which providence hath placed us. 


Wx ought frequently to turn our thoughts 
to theſe great lines of duty, and, by our con- 
formity to them, we will be beſt able to judge. 
of our profiting by the goſpel. This will produce 
permanent and laſting effects, and be a much 
better foundation of peace, and far more to 
be depended on, than the fleeting emotions 


of the ſoul, that bring forth no fruit, By 


this alſo, our light will be made to ſhine 
before men ; and by our good works, which 
men behold, we will be able to put to fi- 
lence thoſe, who would be ready to ſpeak a- 
gainſt us as evil-doers. For the licentious 
ſpirit of this age, has, in ſome men, even 
come the length of ſpeaking contemptuouſly 

| K of 


— 
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5 of thoſe who dare put on the decent appear - 
ance 1 ure | 


& © Kinks e in the love of God. 
Cultivate and cheriſh in your ſouls; thoſe 
devout impreſſions of the love of God and of 
Chriſt, and that ſenſe of- the evil of fin, 
which you had while you fat at the Lord's. 
table, within fight of the croſs of Chriſt, 
You cannot perhaps expect that theſe im- 
preſſions will always be ſo warm, as they 
then were; yet without affectation of pre- 
ciſeneſs or ſingularity, ſtudy to act conſiſtent 
with them, and carefully avoid every thing 
that would extinguiſh or ſuppreſs them. 


NoTHING can contribute more to keep 
them alive, than being mindful of the duty 
of ſecret prayer, and reſolving ſtatedly to at- 
tend to it. There is an inſeparable con- 
nexion among all the virtues and duties of 
the Chriſtian life, ſo that the ſtudy of one of 
them helps to the practice of another. Thus 
diligence in our callings contributes to ſobrie- 
ty, temperance to juſtice, and the love of 
God ſweetens our tempers with beneyolence 


and good-will toward all men, But a conſtant 
attention 


* 
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attention to the duty of prayer has a very 
great influence on them all. It cheriſhes in 

our ſouls a ſenſe of the love and fear of God; 
it ſtrengthens the belief of our conſtant de- 
| pendence on him; it awakens a care to pleaſe 
him; and makes us watchful againſt doing 
any thing to qur brethren that would forfeit 
the approbation of our own hearts, or prevent 
our acceptance with God. 


Tus religion of Chriſtians has enjoined 
the duties of piety and morality with equal 
authority. The firſt, © Love the Lord thy 
« God with all thy heart,“ ſaid our bleſſed 
Saviour, is a great commandment : The ſe- 
©« cond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy 
&© neighbour. as thyſelf *.—Thelſe. ye ought 
©« to have done, and not-have leſt the other 
c undone.” It is therefore neceſſary, that we 
ſhould always remember, that our attendance 
on the duties of one table of the law, will 
not atone for the neglect of thoſe of the 
other: But the Chriſtian, who would act 
conſiſtently, muſt be careful that his per- 
ſormance of the duties which he owes to God 
| 6] +2260 


+ Matth. xxii. 38. and xili. 23. 
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be no hinderance to thoſe of his relative ſta- 
tions, and that his duty to his neighbour do 
not £23 un with the offices of religion. 

4. As to aged perſons, it is very reaſonable, 
that people in the decline of life, who are in 
ſome meaſure diſentangled from ſeveral of 
the cares of it, fhould apply themſelves with 
greater diligence to the offices of religion; 
in order to rectify what hath been amiſs in 
their hearts and lives, and to redeem time, 
that hath been miſpent; that ſo, when their 
Lord cometh, they may be ready. 


Iris particularly incumbent on ſuch per- 
ſons to do what they can to recommend reli- 
gion to others, eſpecially to young people, by 
manifeſting what cheerfulneſs and quiet of 
mind godlineſs brings along with it; how it 
ſupports them under age and infirmities ; 
what bleſſed proſpects it ſets before them in 
a better world; and, under all the increaſing 
frailties of nature, induces them to make e- 
very allowance, which is not finful, to others 
who are younger than themſelves, or may in 


opinion differ from them. 


. MiNny 
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Mar fail in this important article, who, 
while they ſeem to be more than ordinaty 
employed about religion, indulge a peeviſh or 
cenſorious temper. This gives unfavourable 
impreſſions of devotion, and makes others 
ready to imagine, that the natural effect of 
ſuch exerciſes is to render thoſe ſour and me- 
lancholy who are moſt employed in them: 
or elſe, that ſuch people, when they could 
not reliſh what they once called the pleaſures 
of life, have fled to the offices of religion, . 
that, under pretence of zeal, they might vent 
their ſpleen and ill-nature againſt all thoſe 
whoſe conduct is not directed by their hu- 
mour. | | 


IT is of great conſequence to be able, from 
our own experience, to recommend religion 
to thoſe who may come after us. This is 
the moſt effectual method of promoting the 
intereſt thereof to generations yet. to come. 
What the aged are able to ſay of the im- 
portance and advantages of a religious courſe 
of life, and the evident good effects it 
hath produced' on themſelves, will be a te- 
ſtimony for godlineſs in the mouth. of two 

K 3 witneſſes. 


24 TH DEVOUT - 


witneſſes. This, indeed, will make © the 
, * path of the juſt as the ſhining light, that 
e ſhineth more and 4 more unto the perfect 


| « day.” I 2: | I 


% 


In this manner did David the King bear 
witneſs for the ſervice of God: I have been 
young, and now am old, yet I never ſaw 
the righteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging 
:< bread *. My heart and my fleſh fail; but 
God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my 
« portion for ever f. The ſame teſtimony 
aged Joſhua, the leader of Iſrael, gave to the 
cauſe of religion: “And behold, this day, I 


«am going the way of all the earth; and ye 


cc know, in all your hearts, and in all your 


« ſouls,” that not one thing hath failed of all 


the good things which the Lord your Gad 


te ſpake concerning you; all are come to 


4 paſs unto you, and not one thing hath fail- 
66 ed e 5.“ 


5. IT is very fit that young people oak | 


- early partake of the Lord's Supper; but it is 


of great conſequence, i in what manner their 


* Plalm xxxvii. 25, bull. 26. 
6 © $ Joſh, zxili, 14. 
Sant firſt 
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firſt approach is made. Early impreſſions a- 
bide long. Care ought, therefore, to be had, 
that their firſt coming to the Lord's table be 
their own choice, as the effect of their having 
been properly inſtructed in the principles of 
religion, and particularly in the nature of this 
duty; that they ſhould neither be brought to 
it in a careleſs irreverent manner, nor terri- - 
fied with dread and horror of this ordinance. 
It ought to appear to be the work of love, ra- 
ther than of fear; that they may draw near 
to God as children to an affectionate father, 
and, from the choice of their own hearts, de- 
dicate themſelves to his ſervice and obedience, 
and ratify, over the memorials of the death of 
Chriſt, the obligations which their parents 
came under for them in baptiſm. | 


WHEN this duty is performed, care ſhould 
be taken to direct their after behaviour; for 
too many are apt to think, the whole that 
is meant by partaking of the Lord's Supper 
is over, when they come from the table. 
No body imagines, when he riſes from 
prayers, that all his Chriſtian labour is at 
an end. Even ſo, though to partake of 
the Lord's Supper is a very neceſſary and im- 

1 portant 
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portant office, it is but the performance of 
one duty; but never ſhould be gone about, as 

unconnected with the other duties of religi- 
on; for it really implies an obligation "care- 
fully to attend to them all. 


YounG E ſnould be directed to con- 
fider religion as what will make them hap- 
Py, will lay a foundation of great peace in 
their minds, either by ſubduing their irregu- 
lar paſſions, or directing to the right applica- 
tion of their beſt affections, comforting them 
at preſent in the approbation of their own 
hearts, and in the hopes at laft of acceptance 
with God. 


THE principles of piety and religion care- 
fully inſtilled, will animate them to perform, 
with love and great delight, the duties which 
they owe to their parents and relations. - They 
will excite them to do good to all within their 
power, to-relieve the diſtreſſed, and comfort 
the afflicted; as the diſciples of the bleſſed je- 
ſus, who went about doing good, that they 
may be called the children of their Father 
which is in heaven. 


a 
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THESE impreſſions of piety will induce 
them to love and ſhew regard to all good 
men, to endeavour to imitate their example, 
and make them diſregard or avoid the ſociety 
of all wicked and profligate perſons. No 
friendſhip is ſafe, but what is founded in vir- 
tue; the company of worthleſs men is dan- 
gerous and infectious. 4 He that walketh 
« with wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe ; but a com- 
i panion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed . Good- 
neſs only is the object of eſteem ; power and 
riches may be the objects of envy and covet- 
ouſneſs, but never can be of eſteem. 


FiNALLY, to keep awake all thoſe good 
ſentiments and diſpoſitions, it will be neceſ- 
ſary, that young people, as an expreſſion of 
their love and truſt in God, make ſecret prayer 
their daily employment. This will preſerve on 
their minds, a ſenſe of Providence, and a be- 
lief of his all-feing eye; a ſenſe alſo of their 
own weakneſs, of the manifold dangers and 
temptations with which they are ſurrounded, 
and their need of the mercy and protection 
of God, and be a means of obtaining them. 


© Prov. xiii. 20. 8 
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WHrllE they perſevere. in this courſe of 
life, they have the greatſt ſecurity, that the 
conſtant and affectionate care of their heaven. 
1y Father will ever watch over them: In all 
events, he will be their guide, their end 
and their protector; though father and mo- 
ther ſhould forſake them, the Lord will take 
them up. 


Tnus pleads King David, his early ac. 
quaintance with religion, as a ground of 
hope, that in frailty and age God would not 
forſake him: „O God, thou haſt taught me 
& from my youth, and hitherto have I decla- 
&« red thy wondrous works. Now alſo, when 
« I am old and gray-headed, O God, forſake 
„% me not. This alſo was the Jaſt and 
moſt important advice he gave to his ſon 50- 
lomon: And thou, Solomon, my ſon, 
% know thou the God of thy father, and ſerve 
« him with a perfect heart, and with a wil 
« ling mind; for the Lord ſearcheth al 
ce hearts, and underflqndeth the imaginations 


0 of the thoughts: If thou ſeek him, he vil 


* Plalm lzxi. 17, 18. 
N 66 he 
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60 be found of thee ; but if thou forfake him, 
« he will caſt thee off for ever. f“ 


Now, the God of peace, who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, 
that great - Shepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting 
covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work, ta do, his will, working in 
you that which is well-pleaſing in his 
ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever, Amen. 


+11 Chron, xxviii, 9. 
ſon, | "DET - 
ſerve | : 
wil - | N 
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